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PREFACE. 


In the name of Qod the Compassionate, 
the Merciful. 

The foUowing pages contain a translation of 8ahifa-i- 
canulab, or the prayer book of Ah, the ornament of the 
jious. It was undertaken at the suggestion of Maulana Syed 
S^ajmul Hasau and Maulana Syed Nasir Husain, two ot the 
most celebrated Shiah Mujtahids of Lucknow 

Most people would regard it a thankless 30b, but the 
importance of the subject is evident from the fact that almost 
all men m all ages and countri^ have at times made use of 
prayer. History tells us that great and good men of every 
age and nation, of any faith and persuation have always been 
in the habit of praying, and it may be said without fear of 
contradiction, that prayer makes character great, good and 
noble. “Nothing 111 man” sa^sawell known writer, “ is 
great, but so far as it is connected with God ” Hence it 
follows, that the greater a man is the stronger is his connec- 
tion with the Creator, and prayer being the surest means of 
estabhshing this connection, is of the greatest moment to 
mankind. I have, therefore, endeavoured to place before the 
Enghsh knowing pubho a translation, let me hope, a tolerably 
accurate one, ot one of the best prayer books extant, hoping 
that it will be found useful and instructive. 

In writing the introduction, I made use of the following 
books 

1 . Nurul-ain-fi-mash-hadil Husain, by Abu Ishaq 

Asfraini. • 

2 . Iksir-ut-tawankh, by Mirza Mohammad Shirazi, a 
well known bookseller of Bombay 

3 . life of Ali, the commander of the faithful!, by 
Obaidullah, Besimil, of Amritsar. 
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4. Tobfatul-bajat, by M. Syed Mohammad Taqi (Usufi 

Press Delhi) 

% 

In the case of impoi’tant quotations, I have taken care to 
mention the name of the author either in the body of the 
text, or in footnotes. 

It must be acknowledged that the traditions mentioned 
in the introduction have not been rendered hterally, nor did 
I, in translating the prayers themselves, try to be literal at 
the expense of sense. 

• 

Being conscious of my meagre knowledge, slender infor- 
mation, and other shortcomings, I deem it necessary to men- 
tion that I could not do 3 ustiee to the task I had undertaken, 
and that should any of my readers be so good as to inform 
me of my errors, or surest corrections and improvements, I 
shall feel highly obhged But m this connection differences 
and variations of readings should not be lost sight of 

Having disburdened my conscience in these respects, I 
close this preface with this humble prayer : May the Graci- 
ous God, the Source of aU good, own this book, the first fruit 
of my humble labour, and maj He in His Mercy, make it the 
instrument of good to those who may find occasion to read 
it! 


JvnCy 8f 1929. 


AHMAD ALI, 

llOHAX, DIBTBICT UNAO, U. P. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


I have already spoken, in the preface, of the importance 
and universality of prayer. It may be said 
proyep-what it u t to be a bond of personal love and dependence 

between God and man of the highest ethical quahty. “There 
is nothing more certain in the whole biography of man and 
history of the world than this fact of prayer and the answer 
that supervenes to it. It is the expenenee of men, women 
and children of every rank and age that this is so. * Speak 
to Him thou, for He hears.’ Yes, hears, hears and answers 
with swift and beautiful response.” (R. A. Armstrong). 
Prayer in the words of H. More, “ is the apphcation of want 
to Him who alone can relieve it. the voice of sin to Him who 
alone can pardon it. It is the urgency of poverty, the pros- 
tration of humility, the fervency of penitence, the confidence 
of trust. It is not eloquence, but eaiuiestuess, not figures of 
speech, but compunction of soul It is the ‘ Lord save us, we 
perish ’ of drowmng Peter ; the cry of faith to the ear of 
mercy ! ” “ In the mormng,” says W Seeker, “ this is a 

golden key to open the heart for God’s service and in the 
evening it is an iron lock to guard the heart agmnst sin.” 
“ In trial, in temptation, in weakness, in piun, in sorrow — in 
all those great tCstir^ times which try a man what stuff he 
has in him there is renewal, streugthemiig, uphfting to be 
won by simply putting forth the Soul to God that He may 
touch and heal it,” (R. A. Armsti-ong) 

“ It is not truth,” says H W Beecher, “ nor philosophy 
to say that prayer alters nothing, that the laws of nature are 
fixed and that entreaty cannot charge them. The laws of 
nature axe fixed on purpose to be rised for the gmnHng of prayer. 
Any man can use the laws of nature to grant the request of 
his child. Does he say that God, who made those laws, 
cannot do with them as he can ? ” * 


• 0* F« What Be pleaseth will Goi abrogate or oooflriu . for with Him i» the soaroe of 
(The Qonua). 
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“ It IS true that the Divine mind knows jt all beforehand. 

It IS true that His counsels are wiser than 
itoefioaoy. man’s and that He wiU himself do for us 

better than we can ask or think. But for all that, He has 
created and ordained it one of the laws of the spiritual um- 
verse, that when we reach our hands and hft up our voice to 
Him consciously and from our hearts seeking to come into 
touch with H im, then new floods of the Holy spirit flow over 
us from Him with their wonderfully calming, illuminating, 
and uphfting power ” (R A Armstrong). 

“ There are,” says the author of Self Culture, Professor 
J 8 Blackie, “ higher things than knowledge in the world ; 
there are hving energies ; and in the moral world, certainly, 
it IS not knowledge but aspiration that is the moving power, 
and the wing of aspiration is prayer When aspiration is 
bird, curiously busy in counting and classifying the bars of 
its own confinement Of course, we do not mean that any 
person should be so full of his own httle self and so ignorant 
of the grandeur ot the universe, as to besiege the ear of 
Heaven with petitions that the laws of the umverse should be 
changed any moment that may smt his convemence 

“ We do not pray that we may alter the Divine decrees, 
but that our human will may learn to move 
Its object harmony with the Pi vine wiU * How 

far with regard to any special matter, not irrevocably fixed 
in the Divine concatenation of possibilities, our petition may 
prevail, we never can tell ; but this we do know, that the 
most natural and the most effectual means of keeping our 
own noblest nature in harmony with the source of all vital 
nobleness, is to hold high emotional communion with that 
source, and to plant ourselves humbly in that attitude of 
devout receptiveness which is the one becoming attitude in 
the created towards the Creator. Practically, there is no 
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surer test of a man’s moral diathesis than the capacity of 
prayer.” 

Lord Bolingbroko once asked lady Huntingdon how she 
roconoiled prayer to God for particular 
How she reconciled blcssiugs, With absolute resignation to the 

divine will. “ Very easily ” answered her ladyship, “ just 
as I were to offer a petition to a monarch, of whose kindness 
and wisdom I had the highest opinion. In such a case, my 
language would be I wish you to bestow on me such or such 
favour, but your Majesty knows better than I, how far it 
would be agreeable to you, or right in itself to grant my 
desire I therefore content myself with humbly presenting 
my petition, and leave the event of it entirely to you ” — 
Irvin. 

Having quoted some of the ablest western authors on the 
subject, I think it would not be out of place hei*e, to state 
briefly the teachings of Islam, in this respect 

* “ The best devotion,” says All, the commander of the 

faithful, “ IS to abstain from what is pi*ohi- 
Pravpr from Islamic most agi’oeable of eaidhly acts 

to God, IS to pray to Him, for prayer 
turneth away a decree even though ordained ; it is the key of 
mercy, the means ot needs being satisfied, and wards off 
every calamity ” 

“ Whosoever prays,” says Imam Muhammad Baqir, 
“ shall never want.” And he once said to Mir (one of his 
followers), “ O Mir pray, and do not say : whatever is oidain- 
ed shall come to pass Verily there is a rank of nearness to 
God, which cannot bo obtained save by entreaty, and verily 
who shuts up his mouth and asks nothing of God, shall 
receive nothing from Him.” 

To the question what was the best devotional act f — he 
rephed, that there was nothing more agreeable to God than 
prrying and entreaty, for God loved those who prayed to 
Him , and that there was nothing more hateful to Him than 
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one who proudly abstained from devotion and prayer. 
“ Prayer,” says the Pi-ophet of Islam (peace be on him), “ is 
the salvation of the* time believer, the pillar of faith, and the 
hght of heaven and earth ” 

Besides several other traditions to the same effect the 
Quran also inculcates prayii^ in the most impressive * teimas. 
Some of the most important verses on the subject are the 
followup : — 

1. And your Lord saith, call upon Me — I will hearken 

unto you : 

2. And when My servants ask thee concerning Me, then 

will I be mgh unto them I will answer the 
cry of him that crieth, when he crieth unto 
Me • but let them hearken unto Me, and believe 
in Me, that they may proceed aright. 

3 Say : not on your aceount doth my Lord care if ye 
call not on Him ! 

4. Say • O my servants who have transgressed to your 
own heart, despair not of God’s mercy, for all 
sms doth God forgive. Gracious, Merciful is 
He! 

The prayers of which the following pages contain a 
translation, have come to us traditionally 
The sahifa-i-kamtteh Havun’s SOU, Mutawakkil, who, as 

v^ill appear from the following narrative, 
was a trustworthy man and a devoted adherant of the house 
of the Prophet. 

‘ I met,’ says Mutawakkil, ‘ Yahya, the son of Zaid, * the 
son of Ah, (peace be on them) after his father, Zaid was slain, 
and he was going to Khorasan, and greeted him.’ ‘ Where- 


♦ Zaii wag one ottbo sons oi All, khe anthof 6i the prayerg After the trageiy of 
Kerbola, Zaid declare i oihad agninat the tyraate of the hooae of Omyyah, bat waa glafai aad 
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fjrom dost thou come ’ I, be asked. ‘ From the pi^image,’ 
said I. He then, questioned me about his family and sons of 
his uncle who hved in Medina, and particularly enquired about 
Jaafar, * the son of Mohammad (peace be on them), and I 
informed him of his and their tidings and of their sorrow 
for his father, Zaid. He then said to me, “ It was my uncle 
Mohammad, the son of Ah, dissuaded my father from rising 
against the ruling power and informed him that if he rose 
and left Medina his undertaking would not prosper : so didst 
thou see my cousin Jaafar, the son of Mohammad (peace be on 
them) ? ” ‘ Yes,’ said I ‘ Didst thou hear him mention 

anything concermng my affair ? ’ he inquired, and I replied 
in the aflBrmative. ‘ What was the occasion of his remem- 
bering me ? ‘ Tell me,” he added. ‘ May I be your sacnfice,’ 

said I, ‘ I do not like to disclose to you what I heard from 
him.’ “^Dost thou terrify me with death?’ he rejoined, 

‘ Speak out what thou hast heard ’ So I said to him ‘ I heard 
him (Jaafar) say verily thou (Yahya) shalt be killed and 
crucified, just as thy father was slam and crucified ’ At this 
his countenance changed and he said, ‘ What he pleaseth will 
God abrogate or confirm, for with Him is the source of reve- 
lation t O Mutawakkil, verily the great God has aided this 
affair J with us, and He has bestowed on us knowledge and 
sword, and both these together belong to us, and He has dis- 
tinguished the sons of our uncle with knowledge alone.’ 
‘May I be your sacrifice ’ ; said I. ‘ Verily I saw men more 
incUned towards Jaafar, the son of your uncle (peace be on 
him) than towards you and your father.’ He answered, 
‘Verily my uncle Mohammad, the son of Ah (peace be on 
him), and his son Jaafar invite men to hfe and we invited 
them to death. || ‘ Son of the Apostle of God ’ said I, ‘ are 

they more learned or you ? ’ Thereupon, he hent his head 
towards the ground for a long time, then raised ft and said, 


# The sixth of the 12 Imams, his father, Mohammad (Bakir) was the 5lh anl the 
latter’s father All, the author of the prayers was the 4th Imam (peace be on them all) 

t A verse from the Qnzan 

t Caliphate, or Jihad * 

H 1. e. Wo invited^men to Jihad, while Imam Jaafar prohibited them from it 



( 6 ) 

one who proiidly abstraned from devotion and prayer. 
“ Prayer,” says the Pi-ophet of Islam (peace be on him), “ is 
the salvation of tjie true believer, the pillar of faith, and the 
light of heaven and earth ” 

Besides several other traditions to the same effect the 
Quran also inculcates pi'aying in the most impressive *tei*ms. 
Some of the most important verses on the subject are the 
following: — 

1. And your Lord saith, call upon Me — I will hearken 

unto you : 

2. And when My servants ask thee concerning Me, then 

will I be nigh unto them I will answer the 
cry of him that crieth, when he crieth unto 
Me • but let them hearken unto Me, and bdieve 
in Me, that they may proceed anght. 

3 Say : not on your account doth my Lord care if ye 
call not oil Him I 

4. Say : O my servants who have transgressed to your 
own heart, despair not of God’s mercy, for all 
sms doth God forgive. Gracious, Merciful is 
He! 

The prayers of which the following pages contain a 
translation, have come to us traditionally 
The Sihifa-i-kamiiah through Harun’s son, Mutawakkil, who, as 

its sonroc ^ 

will appear from the following narrative, 
was a trustworthy man and a devoted adherant of the house 
of the Prophet. 

* I met,’ says Mutawakkil, ‘ Yahya, the son of Zaid, * the 
son of Ah, (peace be on them) after his father, Zaid was sUdn, 
and he was going to Khorasan, and greeted him.* ‘ Where- 


• Zai 1 wrj one of the sons of Ali, Ibe author of the prayers After the trageiy of 
Serbolfi, Zaid declare 1 ;^had against the tyrants of the house of Ojnyyah, bat was slain and 
omeided^ 
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from dost thou come ’ f, be asked. ‘ From the pilgrimage,’ 
said I. He then, questioned me about his family and sons of 
his uncle who lived m Medina, and particularly enquired about 
Jaafar, * the son of Mohammad (peace be on them), and I 
infoi*med him of his and their tidings and of their sorrow 
for his father, Zaid. He then said to me, “ It was my uncle 
Mohammad, the son of Ah, dissuaded my father from rising 
gainst the ruling power and informed him that if he rose 
and left Medina his undertaking would not prosper : so didst 
thou see my cousin Jaafar, the son of Mohammad (peace be on 
them) ? ” ‘ Yes,’ said 1. ‘ Didst thou hear him mention 

anything concermng my affair ? ’ he inquired, and I replied 
in the aflBrmative. ‘ What was the occasion of his remem- 
bering me ? ‘ Tell me,” he added. ‘ May I be your sacrifice,’ 

said I, ‘ I do not like to disclose to you what I heard from 
him.’ ‘ Dost thou terrify me with death f ’ he rejoined, 
‘ Speak out what thou hast heard ’ So I said to him ‘ I heard 
him (Jaafar) say verily thou (Yahya) shalt be killed and 
crucified, just as thy father was slam and crucified ’ At this 
his countenance changed and he said, ‘ What he pleaseth will 
God abrogate or confirm, for with Him is the source of reve- 
lation t O Mutawakkil, verily the great God has aided this 
affair J with us, and He has bestowed on us knowledge and 
sword, and both these together belong to us, and He has dis- 
tinguished the sons of our uncle with knowledge alone ’ 

‘ May I be your sacrifice ’ ; said I. ‘ Verily I saw men more 
molined towards Jaafar, the son of your uncle (peace be on 
him) than towards you and your father ’ He answered, 

‘ V erily my uncle Mohammad, the son of Ah (peace be on 
him), and his son Jaafar invite men to life and we invited 
them to death. || ‘ Son of the Apostle of God ’ said I, ‘ are 

they more learned or you ? ’ Thereupon, he bent his head 
towards the ground for a long time, then rais^ it and said. 


# The sixth of the 12 Imams, his father, Mohammad (Bakir) was the 5lh and the 
latter’s fhther Ah, the author of the {irayers w&s the 4th Imam (peace be on them all) 

t A verse from the Quran 
X Caliphate, or Jihad 

Hi e. We invited^men to Jihad, while Imam Jaafar prohibited them from it. 
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‘ Each of \is has knowledge, besuios the fact that they know 
all that we know, but we do not know all that they know.’ 

Then he asljed, ‘ Hast thou written down anything fi*om 
cousin ? ’ ‘ Yes ’ replied I. ‘ Show it to me ’ he added. So I 

disclosed to him many items of knowledge and showed him a 
prayer which Abu Abdullah (peace be on him) had dictated to 
me and tojd me that his father Mohammad, the son of Ali 
(peace be on him) had dictated it to him, telling him that it 
was one of the prayers of his father Ali, the son of Husain 
(peace be on them) — a prayer of the Sahifa-i-kamilah. Yahya 
looked into it till he came to its end, and said to me : 

‘ Dost thou pennit it to be copied ? ’ ‘ Son of the Apostle 
of God, do you ask permission for what is your own ? ’ I 
repined ‘ Look here,’ said he, ‘ I will bring out to thee a 
complete book of prayei*s such as my father preserved from 
his father, and verily my father enpined on me, by will, to 
take care of it and to deny it to the undeserving ’ ‘ There- 

upon,’ says Mutawakkil, ‘ I stood up towai'ds him and kissed 
his head,’ and said to him, “ By the Lord, O son of the 
Apostle of God, I will approach God by loving you and 
obeying you, and I sincerely hope that He will bless mo with 
your love in my life and in my death.” 

Then he handed over the writing I had given him, to a 
boy, who was with him and said to him, ‘ write down this 
prayer in a clear beautiful hand, and put it up before me, 
perhaps I will learn it up by heart ; for 1 requested it of 
Jaafar (God protect him) but he domed it to me ’ ‘ At this ’ 

says Mutawakkil, ‘ I was ashamed of what I had done and 
did not know what to do ; and Abu Abdullah (Jaafar) had not 
told me before^hand not to give it to any body ’ 

Then he (Yahya) called for a portmanteau and took out 
from it a book locked and sealed ; he then looked at the seal, . 
kissed it and wept, then broke* it and opened the lock. Then 
spreading the book he placed it on his eyes and rubbed it over 
his face, and said,.‘‘ If thou hadst not mentioned the speech 
of my cousin that I shall be killed and crucified — venly I 
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would never have given it to thee and should have been parsi- 
monious of it. But I know that his speech is true, he derived 
it from his fathers, and that it shall shortly be verified. So I 
feared that a piece of knowledge hke this should fall into the 
hands of Bannu Omayyah, for they would conceal it and 
store it up for themselves. Therefore, take it for me and 
take care of it and when God has decreed concerning the affair 
of that tiibe and mine * what He is pleased to decree, it (the 
book) shall be my deposit with thee, till thou dehverest it to 
my two cousins, Mohammad and Ibrahim, the sons of Abdul- 
lah-il Husain, the son of Hasan, the son of Ah (peace be on 
them), for they shall take up this afiair^ after me ’’ 

I took possession of the book, says Mutawakkil, and 
when Yahya was killed, I went to Medina, visited Abu Ab- 
dullah (Jaafar) and narrated to him Yahya’s conversation 
He wept, ovei*powered by emotion and said, ‘ May God bless 
my cousin and gather him to his fathers and ancestors By 
the Lord O Mutawakkil nothing prevented me from giving 
him the prayer but what he feard concerning the book of his 
father. Where is the book ’ ‘ Here it is,’ said I He then 

©iiened it and said, ‘ By God this is the writing of my uncle 
Zaid, and the prayer of my grand father Ah, the son of 
Husain (peace be on them) ’ Then he said to his son, ‘ Rise 
O Ismail and fetch me the prayers which I ordered you to 
take care of and preserve ’ Ismail then got up and brought 
out a book hke the one given me by Yahya. Abu Abdullah 
kissed it and placed on his eyes and said, ‘ This is the writing 
of my father to the dictation of my grandsire (peace be on 
them), in my presence.’ ‘ Son of the Apostle of God ’ said I, 
‘ would you permit me to compare it with Yahya’s book ’ 
He allowed pie to do so saying, ‘ I see thee worthy of this ’ 
I, then, looked into the book and found it to.be the same, not 
a single letter was found, in it, to differ from w'hat was in the 
other copy. Then I begged Abu Abdullah’s permission to 
make over the book to the legatees, and he said, ‘ Verily God 


• { e m; Jihad against Bonn Omayyah. 
t Jihad 
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commands you to restore deposits to whom they belong. * 
Yes make it over to them.’ 

[The book -was then dehvei’ed to the legatees in the 
Imam’s presence, and when they were gone, he informed 
Mutawakkil of a tradition of the Prophet, concermng the 
domination of the house of Omyyah, and the persecution the 
Ahltd-lmt (house of the Prophet) and their followers were to 
sufter under their sway ] 

‘ After this,’ says Mutawakkil, ‘ Abu Abdullah dictated 
the prayers to me, and they were 75 chapters of which eleven 
were lost and more than sixty remained with me.’ 

The above tradition, given here in an abridged form, has 
also been narrated by Mohammad, the son of Ahmad, the 
son of Muhsin-ul-mutahhari with a shght variation, but his 
narration makes mention of chapters as given m the hst of 
contents. 

It would not be out of place here, to declare that some 
eight chapters have been held, by learned Shiah Dmnes to 
be apocryphal. But since almost aU the Arabic editions of 
the Sahifa contain them, I did not think it premier to leave 
them out in the translation They have, therefore, been 
inserted at the end, according to their position in the original. 

The Sahifa contains one of the best collection of devo- 

Bea t es of the sahUa addresses. They have been called 

and the advantagea of ‘ the Psalms of the children of Mohammad,’ 
'®*^*“* ** and certainly they are in no way inferior to 

the immortal utterances of the great Psalmist Monarch. 
They reveal to us the greatness of the mind that gave them 
utterance, his deep and accurate knowledge of human nature, 
his fervid earnestness, his lowliness of heart, and his cons- 
tant sense of moral obhgation. They also afford us glimpses 
of his sufferings and trials unparalleled in world’s history. 
They are the prayers of one whose father f sacrificed himself 


* A verse from the Qaran 

t Imam Hosam (peace be apoa him). 
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and his kith and kin for the spiritual and moral welfare of 
humamty, and did not foi^et to remember God, when actually 
beneath the sword of one of the myrmidons of the tyrant of 
Damascus. They ai*e sincere utterances of a devout mind, 
not incomprehensible, uncertain metaphysics, and teach men 
to hsten to the silent whisperings of their own souls, by 
appearing direct to the heart. They indicate a very high 
standard of practical morahty by making the reader fully 
conscious of his responsibilities as a rational beit^ They 
contain the gist of lehgion and morals, and with a few ex- 
ceptions can be advantageously read by every one having faith 
in the IJnity and Grace of God. 

They form one of the best gmdes to moral self-review, 
the importance of which is too well known to require any 
proof. They hold the mirror up to nature and the reader 
finds his most secret faults, and most trivial errors faithfully 
reflected. If regularly read they cannot fail to effect per- 
manent moral improvement by enabling the reader to form 
a correct idea of his defects and a moderate view of his 
merits, thereby, eradicating vanity and self-conceit. * 

In short, their study is one of the surest ways of culti- 
vating the conscience. From my own experience, I can bear 
testimony to the fact, that they have been source of great 
good to me. In sickness, failures, losses, insults — in short, 
in all temptations, trials and afflictions, they proved a balm 
to my lacerated heart, a healing ointment to my wounded 
feelings. 

They have often solaced my griefs, comforted and calmed 
my purturbed and distracted mind, and weeded it of grudge, 
envy and other degi’ading passions. 


• The heart of pride and passion weed t 

And then the man is pare indeed 

' I have been more and more oonvinoed ’ says Hoskm, * the more 1 thmk of it that» in 
general, pride n at llie bottom o^all gneat mistakes ’ ' It is ’ says J H Evans, * the great 
msater sin ci the hnmaii heart ' * Pride ’ observes Napoleon, * never listens to the voieea of 
reason, nature or religion * Saoh being the case it is oar duty to sabiae this passion, m 
mnoh as possible, and though we may not quite succeed, we are sure to feel better for tho 
ompt. 
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Some yeai*s of continued illness, Mixiety and cares, had 
made me hopeless of accomphshing any thing good in this 
hfe, and had the effect of making me averse to every kind of 
voluntary usefut exertion. I found that my miud had become 
buite morbid and meloneholy. But the regular reading of 
the prayer-book improved the tone of my mind, and restored 
me to activity by giving a new direction to my energies. 
Whenever I read them I was movred to teai*8 being reminded 
of my faihngs and inequities, was more charitably disposed 
towards others, resolved to be a better man, and felt con- 
siderably relieved. 

But the most important of all is the fact that they 
always uplifted my spirits, revived my courage, and guarded 
me against that most pitiable of mental states — despair and 
assured me of Divine grace and mercy Hence, I can con- 
sciously say, ‘Reader if you will do the same, your profit 
will be as great as mine ’ Therefore pray without ceasing 
and ‘keep yourself always in an attitude of reverential de- 
pendence on the supreme souice of all Good’ 

Having thus bnefly enumerated the advantages of read- 
ing the book under reference, I think it 
**'^'*^ *”**** desirable to say something as to how it ought 
to be read ‘Some books’ says Bacon, ‘are to be 
tasted others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and 
digested, that is, some books are to be read only in pai*ts others 
to be read, but not curiously, and some few to be read wholly 
and with diligence and attention’. Now the Sahifa is a book 
which d^erves ‘to be chewed and digested,’ that is, to be 
read wholly and with diligence and attention, or to use the 
words of Dr. J. Todd, it ought to be read ‘dehberately, 
slowly, understandingly and with personal application.’ In 
order to be thoroughly enjoyed it should be read regularly, 
at least once every day, for repetition leads to appreciation, 
a id in appreciation lies the secret of enjoyment. But let me 
add that the true enjoyment of a'spiritual book dexiends upon 
the degree of innocence possessed by the reader, the freer the 
conscience from guilt the greater the enjoyment. 
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‘A man’s studies’ Says Ovid, ‘pass into his cbai*aeter.’ 
The Sahlfa, if read with sincere eaimestneas, will gradually 
become a part of the reader’s mind, its beauties will go deep 
down into his heart. How ennobled, purified and uplifted 
would the soul feel, when the contents of such a book, shall 
become an essential part of her mental and moral equipmeifi;. 

Every thing has its conditions, and prayer in order tOr 
be worthy of the ear of Heaven and of being 
Conditions ot pra er auswered, must conform to certain rules and 

conditions, the most important of which, according to the 
best Mushm authorities are the following. — 

1. The devotee must have full trust and implicit con- 
fidence in the Meicy ot God 

2. His conscience must, as far as possible, be free from 
guilt, for sin IS oft ni the cause of an entreaty being re 3 ected, 
or of the answer being delayed *• 

3. He must have repented of his sins and errors before 
presenting his petition to Heaven 

4. He should neither eat nor wear things acquiretl by 
unfair means, nor otherwise use forbidden things. 

5. He must be sincere and in earnest, and should not 
pray to the hui’t of neighbour 

6. What he .asks for himself he should also ask for his 
bretheren, his neighbours. 

7 He should not give up praying, in ease the Divine 
answer is d dayed, but shoald continue to repeat his apphea- 
tion baheving all the time, that it shall be heard by the 
Merciful and granted. 


♦ A icuiJty ooifBoience is very often an obstacle to praying C F , ‘O Lord forgive me 
the sins tbut elifle pmyer Ali, m the pmyer of Kumail 
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8. Before entering upon prayer he should praise and 
thank the Almighty God for His Gi*aee and Mercy, and 
ought to invoke blessings on the Prophet and his A1 (family). 

The Mohammadans believe that a prayer to be heai-d and 
answered by God, must be offered with the names of the 
Prophet and his A1 (family) (peace be on them), and should 
be pi’eceded and followed by the Darud, that is, an invocation 
of blessings on them. 

The formula of Darud runs thus in Arabic AU-hum-ma 
S(il-U Ala Maha'nadin wa Al-i-Miihayn^nad, and means, ‘O 
Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family).’ Hence, we find 
the formula prefixed or appended to almost every entreaty in 
the Sahifa 

It is generally admitted that the family of the Prophet 
included in the invocation of bessings, are Fatimah, his 
daughter, and the twelve Imams, whose names are given in 
the geneological table appended to this introduction. 

‘Addison’ Says Smiles, ‘hked to know as much as possi- 
ble about the person and character of his 
Life of zain-ni-abdin, authoi’s in as much as it increased the 
thi^anthor of the pra- Satisfaction which he derived 

from their books’. Such a desire is natural 
and reasonable, for the hves of great and good men always 
abound in useful lessons. ‘So far as my experience goes’ 
Says Professor Blackie, ‘there is no kind of sermon so effec- 
tive as the example of a great man ‘Every man may 

profit by the example of truly great men, if he is bent on 
making the most of himself and his circumstances.’ These 
considerations have led me to give here a short biographical 
sketch of the venerable author of the Sahifa-i-kamilah. 

Ah, the son of Husain, the son of Ah, the commander 
of the-faithful, was born in Medina, in 38 A. 
Birth and paiantage g dunng the Gahphate of his grandfather. 

His mcther Shehrbanu was a daughter of Yazdijird, the last 
of the Kayanion kings of Persia. Thus owii^ to his eon- 
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nection with two of the most illustrious Asiatic families, 
he was called ‘ Ibn-ul-khairtam’, that is, ‘scion of the 
two chosen stocks ’ He was the fourth of the twelve 
Imams. His piety and devotion have won for him the 
celebrated appellations of Siyad (the greatest maker 
of prostrations) and Zain-ul-abdin (the ornament of the 
pious). 

He was two years old when his grand-father wa« as- 
sasinated while offering the morning prayers in the Mosque 
of Kufa In his twelth year he had to mourn the loss of his 
mild and generous uncle Imam Hasan poisoned at the in- 
stigation of the eoui’t of Damascus. 

Since, then, he had to witness the persecution of his 
revered father Husain, at the hands of Yazid 
required of him the oath of fealty to 
the throne of Damascus To avoid being for- 
ced to swear allegiance to a man who pagan at heart and 
whose depravity had undermined the foundations of rehgion 
and morahty, Husain removed himself with his family to 
Mecca On reaching there he found himselt in greater peril 
and fearing the desecration of the sacred precincts of the 
Kaaba b}" bloodshed, he set out for Kufa, in compliance with 
the invitations of the fickle and perfidious people of that 
place. But on his way there, he was intercepted by a 
numerous army sent by Yezid, and Husain himself, his 
kinsmen and followers, 72 in all, died fighting on the field of 
Kerbala, after suffering insults, and pangs of hunger and 
thirst for three days in suceesion Even Husain’s baby son. 
Al l Asgher, and some other children, of very tender years, 
fell victims to the cruelties of the ruffians. 

f 

The atrocities, perpetrated at Kerbala, are too well known 
to need further detml. Ah, the hero of this narrative, on his 
return to Medina, from captivity, was heard to say, ‘ Had 
the Prophet (may God bless him) positively commanded them 
to kill us, as he had enjoined them by wiU to be good to us. 
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they could not have exceeded vsrhat they did to us.’ ‘ In a 
distant {^e and climate ’Says Gibbon, ‘the tragic scene of 
the death of Husam will awaken the sympathy of the coldest 
reader.’ 

Of Husain’s heroic band, the only individual that servi- 
ved the massacre, was his son Ah, the hero of this sketch 
His severe illness at time had disabled him from bearing arms, 
and his deference to his father’s parting command, restrained 
him from attempting to do so. Thus was he spared. 

To be brief having trampled under horses’ hoofs the 

sacred body of the Prophet’s grandson and 
He is led m reptivity j^g^iug the bodics of tlic m'lrtyi’s unburied, 

toDsraiia’ia ^ .77 

the murderous host burned Husain’s tents, 
robbed the breavad women and male them captives. When 
this was done, the captives were placed on the bare backs 
of camels, with All at their head, and accompanied by the 
heads of the martyred band, mounted on spears, were led 
through the crowded streets of Kufa to the Court of Ibn-i- 
Zyad, Yazid’s lieutenant The latter having expressed bis 
satisfaction at the performance of his subordinates, ordered 
the prisoners to be taken to Damascus At length after a 
toilsome journey, this Cuvw.vi ot widiws, orphans and heads, 
pelted at and insulted by the depraved p )pulace of the places 
through w'hich they jiassed, and goailtd onward with spears 
and lashes of the escorting ruffians arrived at the palace of 
Yazid, that monster of baseness and cruelty. The captives as 
well as the heads of the martyis, were then brought in the 
presence of the tyrant, who touched Husain’s bps with a 
stick and heaped insults upon head. He then addressed 
himself to the captives, enquired about each of them, and 
ii’onically expressed his satisfaction at what had befallen them. 
He threatened to put Ah to death, whereupon the latter with 
characteristic courage said, ‘ I am not afraid of being killed, 
nay in those that have been slam before me I have an 
example worthy of imitation.’ At this point the wailings of 
the captive lad^ intei^iosed and Yi^d desisted. 
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But in order to insult and humiliate them the moi*e he 
ordered th,e Khatib * to mount the ndniber of the gi*eat 
Mosque, and pubUcly curse and abuse Husain, his father and 
his descendants. When this was done, Ah said to the Khatib 
‘ Woe be to thee, to please a creature thou hast displeased the 
Creator.* 

He then requested Yazid to allow him to go to the nnndter 
and speak something pleasing to God and 
P i,”” 11111,"^** "* useful to men. Being persuaded by those 
who wore present, the tyrant reluctantly 
complied with this request, and Ah mounted the mmiber. 
He praised God, blessed His Apostle, dwelt briefly upon the 
transitory nature of the world, and advised men to be virtuous 
and good Then he said to them, ‘ O men, he who knows mo, 
knows me, and he who does not know me, should know, that 

I am All, the son of Husain I am the son of him who 

was killed unjustly, I am the son of him whose head was 
severed from behind, I am the son of him who died thirsty, 
I am the son of him who fell on the field of Karbala, I am 
the son of him who was robbed, after death, of his turban 
and mantle, I am the son of him over whom the angles of 
heaven mourned. O men, God has been bountiful to us since 
He put the standaid of guidance among us, and placed the 
flag of rum among others than us, and gave us excellence 
over all the creatures, and conferred on us what He never 
exmf erred on any one else He has distinguished us with five 
things, not to be met with in all the creation taken together, 
VIZ, knowledge, courage, generosity, and the love of God and 
His Apostle. He has bestowed on us what He did not bestow 
on any one else in the world ’ 

At these pathetic words coming out flamingly from the 
heart of the sore afflicted speaker, loud wails of lamentation 
rose from the assembly, and Yazid finding it necessary to 
interrupt him, ordered the Mtw,z 3 i,n to call*out for prayem. 
The Mmzsm cried out, “ God is great. ” At this Ah smd, 

‘ God is gi'eater than every great one ’ The Mmzsin then 


• means preaeheri speaker* 
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Bidd, ‘ I bear witness that there is no but God.’ All 
reposted the words after him But when the Muazsm 
said, ‘I bear witness that Mohammad is the Apostle of Ood,’ 
'Ali asked him to hold his peace and said to Yazid, ‘ Was 
Mohammad my grandsire or thine ? ’ ‘ l^hine ’ replied the 

tyrant ‘Then why didst thou kill his descends and make his 
women prisoner ? ’ asked Ah. Yazid was struck dumb and 
the cries of lamentatation and wtdl of mourning became 
louder. He tried to excul^iatc himsef by laying the^ault of 
the whole transaction at Ilm-i-zyad’s door But finding that 
a reaction of feehngs was beginning to set in agafhst the 
perpetrators of the massacre, and actuated by motives of self- 
preservation he retired to his jialace. 

Shortly after this witJi a view to make his subjects for- 
get the atrocities of Karbala, and to keep them ignorant of 
the tiue nature of affairs — for ignorance of the masses was 
one of the main-stays of Omyyade rule — he hberated the 
prisonei’s, and sent them to Medina 


After his return to Medina, though he hved apparently 
unmolested. Ah was not quite safe from the 
His death lutrigues of the enemies of his house. He is 

believed to have died of poison, administered at the instiga- 
tion of Walid, the son of Alalul Mahk in 95 A H. He was 
buned in the grave yard of Baqi beside his uncle, Imam 
Hasan 


He survived the tr^edy of Karbala by 35 years and never 
ceased mourning throughout that period He 
nibar™**”™* “lonrned for his father says Jaato-us- 

sadiq, his grandson, while he observ^ fast 
during the day and kept awake at ipght. And when the hour 
of breakfast arrived and food was brought to him, he woiild 


"say, ‘ My father was killed hungry, my father was killed 
‘thirsty ’ — ahd food and water was brought to ag^ and again, 
till it" got 'latu'f fated witti tears then he took out of it a little. 


This practice continued till he -was called to the mercy of 'God. 


One day one of his servants pioiested out of tenderness, lay- 
ing, ‘ How long shall you mourn my dear master t ’Will your 
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grief never cease I ’ ‘ Alas’ said he, ‘ Jacob, the son of Issac, 
the son of I bi’aham, was himself a prophet, and the son of 
a prophet, and he had twelve sons. The Lord God caused 
one of them to disappear, and J.icob’s hair turned gray on 
account of mourning, his back became crooked on account of 
sorrow, and his sight forsook him on account of weeping, 
while I saw my father and seventeen of my kinsmen mas- 
sacred, how can my grief abate V Saying this he wept 
bitterly. The atrocities of Karbala were so indehbly im- 
pressed on his mind, that he could not bear to look even at 
the head of a slaughtered sheep 

In spite of all his sufferings he was no pessimist, and his 
prayers suppoi t this view of his character. 

H» ho^fniness very fact that he prayed is of itself a 

proof of his hopefulness. A hopeless man would not even 
think of praying ‘ Blessed be the Lord ’ says he in one of 
lj.is prayers, ‘ I am not hopeless’ This attitude of mind, is 
accounted for by the fact, that he had made the will of God 
his only standard of hfe 

His jaety and devotion have won for him the appellation 
of ‘ the ornament ot the pious ’ It is said 
pi^ that when he performed the ceremonial 

washing befoi*e prayer, he used to turn pale, 
and being questioned as to the cause of this alteration rephed, 

‘ Don’t you know in Whose Pre.seu<‘o I am going to stand 
up ? . ’ One day when praying, his house took fire, and 
severed voices ciied out Fire 1 Fire ! But he did not 1^1 at 
all alarmed and continued to pray as if nothing had hap- 
pened. In the meantime the fire diofl out, and when he 
i^nished praying people said to him, ‘ (Son of the Apostle of 
God, what thing made you unmindful of the fire ‘ The 
fire of heU’ rephed he So absorbing was his devotion. 

‘‘ Once qn a time ”, Sfiys Jlbrahiin the, §on of Ah, I 
accompamed him on a jouf ney to visit the 
Kaaba. His camel was very lazy. The 
’ ' Tmam had, in his kaud, a- stick, \5rhich he 

at tke ba^t, from time to time, but did not strike him.’* 
Such was kis te^ernqss of heart. 
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!ec€ive whait y(ei give away,” tj\e ^ot ajceepted the gift. 
Chia apeedcrfe is sigmficant. It mi^rms us of the Iiuam’s 
louiaty of the respect in which h^ wSiS he^ by the Mos- 
lems in general, and throws light on the Chnyy^e pohcy of 
l^e^ng the mass^ ignorant of the rights and pi’iv i leges of 
the house of the Prophet- 


It has been observed by Imatn Jaafar-us-Sadiq, that Ali, 
the conaniander of the faithful, never tasted 
TraHs in which he -v^rhat was foi’l^den, throughout his hfe, 
that when, he was given a choice between 
two things, and found that the more diffi<*ult 
of the two was agreeable to God, he adopted the difficult one ; 
that none, except him, had the strength to worship like the 
Apostle of God ; that when worshiping, he looked like a man 
detained between Paradise and Hell ; that to win divine ap- 
piK)bation he emancipated one thousand necks (slaves) out of 
his personal property, that his own diet and that of his fami- 
ly consisted of ohve oil, vinegar, imd dates ; that his apparel 
was made of the coarsest material, and if he found the sleeves 
too long, lie cut them short with a pair of scissors, and that 
none of the Ahlulbait resembled him more than his grandson, 
Ah, the son of Husain (peace be on them all ) 


The following anecdote is an admirable instance of his 
tenderness of conscience and humility “I 
hi 8 tendeiiiieBs of gaw,” says Taoos, “ Imam Zaid-ul-abdiu 
uty praying in the Baitul Haram (the mosque of 

Kaabah) and weeping ” I went to him and 
sard, “ Son of the Apostle of God, you have three things to 
seeune you from fear, why do you weep ?” ‘ What are those 
three things?’ he en<pured. ‘Firstly,’ Said I, ‘you are the 
son of the Lord’s Apostle, secondly, your grandsire’s inter- 
cession, and thirdly, God’s mercy.’ “ These do not assuise 
me” replied he. “ Fiisstly, beepuse, on the day of resurr-ee- 
tion, God will not euqmre about consanguinity, for Ho says, 
‘ The ties of kmdred between them (men) shall eease; ’ ^ 


A Y^rse from the Qaoran* 
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secondly, because the Prophet will intercede or^ for those 
approved by God, for He hhth said, ‘ And lio plea shall they* 
otter save for whom He pieaseth ’ ; thirdly, the Lord hath 
said. Verily the mercy of God is nigh unto the righteous, * 
and I do not suppose myself to be of th^ ” Thus We me 
that inspiteof, having a pure comcienceand perfect confidentse 
in the giM^e of God, he never allowed himself to feel too 
secure, — tlie true attitude of the pious and lowly in heart. 
It IS owing to this attitude of mind that his prayers abound 
in expression of fervid earnestness, ardent devotion and 
sincere humility, to be found, perhaps, nowhere else. 

As to Ins learning and wisdom, it has been observed, 
that he was the most eminent Faqih (piiist) 
Higiearnm}; Besides a small eoilectioii Of 

short, didaetie, |)oetical pieces, ascribed to him, his sermons 
preached on different occasions and his prayers, bear testi- 
mony to his de»p knowledge of human nature, morals and 
theology. His speech in Damascus, in utter disregaid of 
Yazid’s threats, is a goood specimen of his oratorial powers, 
and affords an unquestionable proof of his indomitable 
courage and presence of mind “ Such souls when they 
appear”, says Emerson “ are the Imperial Guard of Virtue, 
the perpetual reserve, the dictators of fortune. One needs 
not praise tlieir courage, — they are the heart and soul of 
nature ” 

These, detached anecdotes do not aim at presenting a 
perfect biographical sketch, for, it may be said, that after the 
tragedy of Kerbala, the Imam’s outward hfe had not in it, 
many events. Their sole object is to enable the reader to get, 
as complete a view as possible, of his excellent character. Of 
course in the prayers themseles, we may find, a pretty com- 
plete “ Spiritual ” biography of our hero. 


♦ A vewe from tht Quoran 
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motal cxceltenoe 


eanse of 


If suffering can make a man advance towards moial 
perfection, as has been the experience of 
some of the most eminent sages, * then, 
certainly, he was one of the most pei'fect of 
mcsn;foi’, histojy shows that his share of suffering and 
sorrow, was superlatively abudnant But let it be borne in 
mind, that man’s inuocency is not to be condemned by afidic- 
tions. 


To conclude, his virtue and piety, his forberance and 
charity, his forgiveness and genersity, his 
ed^p ”*“*"*“*” Bumm- heart and conscience, his 

fortitude and presence of mind in adversity, 
and above all, his hopefulness and humility are worthy of 
every man’s contemplation and imitation “ It is a long way 
from Karbala to Calvaiy,” says Mathew Arnold, “but the 
sufferers of Karbala hold alolt to the eyes of millions of our 
race the lessons loved by the suffeier of Calvary ” For he 
said “Learn of lam mild and lowly of heart, and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls ” The venerable subject of this 
sketch was one of the chief sufferers of Kerbala May God 
give us grace to follow in his footsteps, tor the sake of 
Mohammad and his A1 (family) (peace be on them). Amen. 


* Of saflFerings and pains cometh help, for it is not possible by any other way to 
be Tided for onr inequity — Pit to 

He that hath SQffer€>d in the flesh ceased from sm — Peter 

It IS good for me that 1 have been aflBtled, for before that I went stray -David (2) 
Buffering is no disgrace to a righteous man -All I have le.irnet more of God, and of my- 
self, by one week’s suffering than by all the prosperity of a long lifetime — B P Hall ’ 
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The geneological table referred to in the introduction. 


Mohammad the Prophet. 52 B. H — 11 A. H. 

Fatimah (daughter) Marned 1 Ah (Son of Abu Talib the 

Prophet’s uncle) 23. B.H — 
40 A.H 

2. Hasan 3 A H. — 50 A H 3 Hilsain 4 A H — 61 A.H.* 

1 

4 Ah Zain-ul-abidin 38 — 95 A H. 


5 Mohammad-al-Baqir 57 — 114 A H 

I 

6 Jaafar-al-8adiq 83 — 148 A H 

I 

7 Musa-al-Kazim 128 — 183 A H 

1 

8 Ah-al-Raza 153 — 203 A H 

1 

9 Mohammad-al-Taqi 195 — 220 A H 

I 

10 Ah-al-Naqi 214—251 A H 

1 

11 Hasan-ji]-Askai'i 232 — 2C0 A H 

I 

12 Mohammad-cil-Moluli B 256 A H 

The Shiahs believe that their twelvth Imam (peace be 
on him) IS alive, that he disappearixl in 328 A 11 and \\ ill 
reappeai when the w ord approaches its end, and fill the earth 

with justice and equity “ The Shiahs believe that hke a 

Prophet an Imam is also specially gifted by divine grace and 
IS like the Prophe^t innocent and tree from errors and sins 

Prom All down to A1 Mehdi, the twelve holy persons 

are all called Imams and are all considered to be sinless The 
Shiahs too like the Sunnis, believe in the Holy Quoran and 
in Mohammad as the Prophet, but they believe in,the twelve 
Imams as the only true representatives of God and the 
Prophet These twelve Imams with the Prophet and his 
daughter are collectively styled Ahlulbait “ the people of the 
House ” Commentaries on the Qouran as written or given 
out by these Imams, and Hadith as collected or described by 
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them are alone acknowledged and no religious information 
coming from any other sources are accepted The spiri- 

tual teachings of the Shiahism, chiefly consist in freeing the 
student from all impurities of thought and action, promoting 
holiness by commumon with God through prayers, chaiuty 
and acts of vutue, and last, though not the least, in promot- 
ing spiritual love with the Ahlulbait, “ people of the House ” 
the latter are the only models to copy and follow The 
example of Husayn (Husain) the martyr, who for the sake of 
truth suffered the most cruel persecution and death along 
with his children (Zain-ul-Abdin alone surviving) and ciusins 
and friends in Karbala, stands prominent in the hearts of the 
Shiahs Meetings are held and recitations are made describ- 
ing how Husayn (Husain) and his allies in Karbala suffered 
in the name of truth. The result is that the Shiah, being all 
love and purity, is harmonised without any other effort and 
reahses the Oneness (the Umty of God) rather imper- 
ceptibly ” — Islam, by Mohammad Sarfaraz Husain Qari, 
Calcutta 






f 



Jloly are His naiues and continual are IJis blessingl “He is 
not questioned about what He doetli, while others are 
questioned^ •<* ” - " . 

And all praisje is due to god, who, had He Withheld from 
Hii» creatures the knowledge of gratitude due to Him for 
M bat He conferred upou them ot His successive blessings, 
and completed for them of His continual favours, they would 
certainly have eiisojed His blessings without evei praisiug 
Him, and would have prospered in His gifts without ever 
thanking Him. 

And were thej to be sucli, they would certainly liave gone 
below the limits ot humanity to brutishness, and should, 
therefore, have been as He hatli described in His Mighty 
Book, “They are like the biutes: jea, they go more astray-.” 

And praise be to God foi what He has taught us ot 
Himself, and inspued us with giatitude to Him, and opened 
tor us the doois of the knowledge ot His Godhead, and direc- 
ted us to be sincere m believing in his Unity, and restrained 
us from rebelling against and enteitaining doubts for His 
Commands 

(Wc oflor) piaise wher<^b\ ^^e may livo among those ot His 
eicatures who piaise Him, and wlieieby w o may surpass him 
who seeks to win His approbation and pardon— 

A priase whereby He ma> enlighten for us the darkness ot 
the interval betw een death and Doomsday, and make resui- 
rection easy for us , 

And whereby He may exalt our positions at the appearance 
of w itnesses, on the day on which every soul shall be rewarded 
according to what it hath earned, and they shall not be dealt 
With unjustly*— the day wherein no friend shall ward off 
anything from a friend, nor shall they be helped^. 

1. TUe (iiftWtu, oh«p 21, verse 23^ 

2 The Quran, chap 25, verse 4o 
The Qaraui chap 45, verse 80. 

4. Tba QuTMib^bap 44, verse 41. 
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(We ofler) piaise that rises fromf us towards the Aala 
EHee-yeen ^igh Heaven, mentioned) m the writtten Book,'*" 
witnessed by those nigh to God.^ 

A piaise wlicieby our eyes may grow cool whenthe sight 
of otbeis IS dazzled , and whereby oui faces may become blight 
Avhen the countenances of otheis aie daikeiied 

A piaise wliereby we may be fieed from the painful fire 
of God and led tow^aids His gloiious neighbourhood 

A pi also w hereby we may move to pity the angels nigh 
to Him and whereby we may be 3oined to His Apostles, in 
the abode of permanence lhat sliall not ^anleh, and His place 
of honour which shall not change 

And piaise be to God who chose foi us beauties of phy- 
sique, and poured forth foi us puiiry of sustenance, and gave 
us excellence on account of dominion ovoi all creation , so 
all his creatures aie obedient to us thiough His Power, and 
moving toAvards our seiwice through His Glory 

And praise be to God who ai ranged in us oigans ot 
expansion, and piovided foi ns oigans of contiaciion, and 
^^ndow^ed i*s with Aaiious tendencies of life, and gave tons 
active limbs, and fed us on A\holesome sustenance, and made 
us independent by His Grace, and gave us AA^ealth thi f>ugh His 
Kindness 

Then He gave commands unto us lu oidex that He may 
trj oui obedience and x>Jolnbited us m oidet tliat lie iniglit 
test oar gratitude 

And w^e deviated fiom the patli ot Uis command , and 
rebelled against His ju’ohibitions , but He did neither Iiuita 
us to punishment, nor hastend us to rttribution 

Nay — He delayed us amUi meiciful regaid, and waited our 
leturn (to obedience) wuth gracious forbeaiauce 

And praise be to God wTio diiected us to lepenlance, 

t Ihw 18 the translation if the text reads mtnna, hnt if it read Bcna the rendering w ill 
be — we offer praise Uiat would exalt us to the Aala-El-Iee-yeeD, etc 

5. The Qtirau, chap. 83, verse 20, 21 




which we could never have obtained except through His , 
Grace , so that if we u eie not to leokon His benevolence except^ 
this one, verily. His favouis to us uould have been praise 
worthy, and*His goodness to us would have been magnificient 
for, such was not His practise, in the ease of lepentance, with 
those who were before us. 

Verily He lifted of 1 ‘ from uswliat we had no jower to 
bear ; He did not place dutus upon us bcA ond our jioAvei , and 
gave us easy employment, and did not lea^e any of us either 
ground or excuse (for neglecting them) 

So the wicked among us s dcstrty ed against His AVish, 
and the^righteous among us inclined tounids Ilmi 

And praise be to God with all that ( the attiibutes ) with 
which He is praised by tho' angels who an veiy^ near to Him, 
the most honourable of His cieatuies mJIis sight, and of those 
who ad 01 e Him tho n.ost appioied by Him — a piaise that 
excels all praise libo the exoelleiKc of our Loid oicr all ITis 
creatures , 

Then piaise be to Him for eveij one of His favouis on 
us and on all His servants past and inesent, winch aie eciual in 
number to that w hich II's know ledge oompas-eth of all things 

And for every lavoui let the numbt'i of piai^e be doubled 
and multiplied seveial times peipetiialh , unceasingly, till the 
day of lesuriection, — A piaise haiiiig no end to its existence, 
no reckoning for its numbeis, no limit to its extiemity and no 
peiiod to its duiation, — 

A praise which may be a means of connection between 
our service to Him and His jaidon, a cause of IJis ap] roba- 
lion, an luteicession for His foigiveiicss, a jiath to His paiadise, 
a piotection fiom Ins cliastisciueiit, a security fiomHis w latli, 
an aid in His seivice, aiestiaint fiom His disobedience and an 
assistance in repaying our dues and obligations to Him, — 

A praise whereby we may be happy among Ills righteous 
fiieruls, and may become of the ruimliei oi inartyis to the 
sword of His enemies. 

Veiily He is the most praise-w ortl^y Lord ' 
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and gave battle in tbe beaxt of their homes, and over- 

whelmed thle&i in t^e midst of thbir adode. till lliky command 
was published and Thy word was exalted, to the chagrin of 
idolaters. 

Therefore, exalt him O Lord, for hts exertions in Thy 
cause, to the highest rank in Thy paradise, till his position 
may not be equalled and his standing may not be matched and 
no angel nigh to Thee, and no apostle sent by Thee, may 
equal him in Thy sight' 

And distinguish him foi the sacred members ot his house 
and his true-believing followers, with (ofhoe of) eftectire 
intei cession greater than what Thou hast promised, O 
Performer to promises' O Keepei of (Thy) word' O Changer 
of evil, with multiples of it, into good' 

Verily Thou ait magnificently kind, and Thou ait th« 
Generous, the Bountiful 
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3. An invocation of blessings on the Bearers 
of the Throne, and on every angel honoured with 
Divine nearness. 

O Lord' And the Bearers of They Aarsh (Throne) 
who never grow lazy in extolling Thy name, and are never 
tired of remembering Thy Ilolinoss, and never grow weary 
of adoring Thee, and do not prefer default to earnest effort 
in (obedience to) Tliy command, and never fail to have 
intense love for Thee 

And Israfil, the Trumpeter, the vigilant, who is waiting 
for Thy permission and order, to warn with the blast, the 
dead who are lying in the tombs. * 

And Michael, the Honourable in Thy sight, and the 
Holder of lofty rank in Thy service* 

And Gabriel, the Trustee of Thy message, who is 
obeyed among the residents of Thy heavens, is respectable 
in Thy sight and is Nigh to Thee 

And the Huh (spirit) (set in command) over Angels 
of the curtains 

And the Ruh (sprit) (proceeding) from Thy command* 

Therefore, let Thy blessings descend on them, and 
besides them on angels who are the inhabitants of Thy 
heavens and trusted with Thy eriands; 

Those whom no blame affects on account of lassitude, 
no fatigue on account of toil and no indolence; neither do 
the appetites engage them away from hallowing Thy name, 
nor does forgetfulness of negligence prevent them from 
glorifying Thee 

Their eyes are bent downwards, so they db not direct 
their sight towards Thee, their chins are lowered; 

Those whose liking for what is with Thee hath existed 


* lilt pawned to the tombs. 
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for a long time; who are ambitious to remember Thy favours; 
who humble themselves iii the presence of Thy Greatness 
and Glory of Thy Majesty: 

Those, who, when they see Hell, flaming for the dis- 
obedient, say, “Holiness to Thee’ wc did not w'orship Thee 
as Thou didst deserve to be adored ” 

Therefore, bless them, and the Buhani-eent from among. 
Thy angels, and the deservers of nearness m Thy sight; 
and the carriers of tidings of the unseen to Thy apostles, 
and entrusted with Thy message 

And (bless) the hosts of angels, whom Thou hast 
appointed for Thyself, and made independent of food 
and drink by (making them remember) Thy holiness, and 
hast established them within the apartments of Thy heavens: 

And (bless) those waiting at its cofines, when Thy 
command descends for the fulfilment of Thy promise: 

And (bless) the keepers of the stores of rain; and the 
drivers of clouds 

And him, at whose angry lebukeaie heard peals of thund- 
er, when the, storm-clouds move w'lth their deadly lightning 
flashes: 

And (bless) the companions of snow and hail; and 
those who descend with the drops of ram when it cometh 
down* 

And (bless) those in control of the supplies of winds; 
and those posted on mountains, that never quit their places: 

And (bless) those whom Thou hast told of the quantities 
of winter, and the measure of what is brought down, by 
heavy rains 

f 

And (bless) the angels, who are Thy messengers (to the 
inhabitants of the earth) of evil calamities, that are to come 
down, and of agreeable piosperity: 

f Kame of »n order of angeli. 





And (bless) the venerable, virtuous messengers: And 
the honourable, Guardian scribes: ^ 

And the Angel of death and his assistants: 

And the Munkir and Nakir: And -Rooman ^ the exa- 
miner of the dead in tombs: 

And those who walk round the Baitul-maamur (the 
Heavenly Temple): ‘ 

And bless Malik 3 and the Guarc^s of Hell: 

And Rizwan ^ and the keepers of Paradise. 

And those who do not disobey God in what He comman- 
ded them, and do what they are ordered to do 

And those who ^ say, “Peace be on you for your patience 
Behold how good an abode is the world hereafter' o 

And bless the Incendiaries, who when told to “catch 
him and chain him, then fling him into Hell,” quickly 
advance towai ds the sinner and do not grant him respite* 

And bless him, whom we omitted to mention, and 
whose position we did not learn from Thee, nor for what pur- 
pose Thou didst appoint him 

And bless the denizens of the air, the earth and the 
water; and those of their nuinber, who are set over Thy 
creatures. 

Therefore, bless them at the day on which every soul 
shall come with a Qaim and ' a Shahid; ** and favour them 
with a blessing which may add haijour to their honour 
and purity to their purity. 

O Lord, and udien Thou hast blessed Thy angels and 
Thy Apostles and conveyed to them our blessings on them, 
be pleased to grace them for Thy enabling us to speak well 
of them 

Verily Thou art Generous and Bountifull 

1 The angels that record the deeds of men 

2. The angels that queotiou and examine the dead concerning their religious 
beliefs 

3 Malik 18 the chief of the guards of hell, 

4 Rizwan bing the chief of Ihe keepers of paradise . 

5 The angels who welcome the blessed, in paradise 

6 A quotation from the^uran 

7* The quotation is from the Quran ^ 

8, Two angels that shall appear as Witnesses with every soul, on Doomsday. 
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4. He invoketli blessings on tlie followers of 
tlie Prophets and their supporters 

O Lord! and bless the followers of prophets and their 
supporters (from among the inhabitants of the earth) in 
things unseen, i at the time of controversy with their ene- 
mies who belied thorn, while they are eager (to see) the 
apostles with true faith in every age and time wherein 
Thou didst send a messenger and didst establish for men 
of that time, i guide — from Adam down to Mohammad, 
may Thy blessings descend on him and his iV.1 (family), the 
righteous Imams and leaders ot the pious, peace be on 
them all — be pleased to remember them with forgiveness 
and approbation 

O Lord’ and bless the companions of Mohammad Thy 
peace and blessings on him and his A1 (family), in parti- 
cular those who were good companions of his, and those 
who fought bravely in his cause and helped him, a^d 
supported his mission, and piomptly advanced at his call 
and answered it, as soon as, he made them listen (io the 
arguments in suppoit of his message, and parted frofla their 
wives and offspring in publishing his word, and fought with 
(their) fathers and sons in confiiming his apostolical office, 
and thereby levenged him. 

And those who had a love for him, and had in his 
friendship, hopes 2 of a bargain that would never come 
to ruin. 

And bless those who were deserted by their people, 
when they followed him, and were abandoned by their 
kindred when they took abode under the shelter of his kinship. 

Therefore, do not overlook O Lord, what they gave up 
for Thee and in Thy cause, and satisfy them With Thy 
approbation foi their bringing togethei Thy creatures in Thy 
Taith, and for being workers for Thee, with Thy apostle; 
and reward them, foj their renouncing for Thy sake the 

1 , 6 belief m an uubOtu G(d, and m future reward and piiuishuicnt. 

2. L e hope of reward in the life to come 










home of their tribe, and for going out of prosperity into 
poverty, and for the oppression most them suffered for the 
sake of honouring Thy religion. 

0 Lord, and confer on those who follow them righte* 
ously — those who say, “O Lord forgive us, and our brethren 
such as preceded us in the Faith,” — .iThy best reward; 

(And confer Thy best reward on) those who resolved 
to follow their direction, and adopted their manner, and 
walked m their tiack, who neither turned back because they 
doubted their prudence, nor did uncertainty perturb them 
in picking up their track and following the guidance of 
their beacon, while aiding and strengthening them, observing 
the teachings of their faith, guided by their guidance, 
agreeing concerning them and not misrepresenting them 
in what they brought to them. 

O Lord, and bless the followers of the companions, from 
this our day till the day of judgement, and their wives and 
progeny and such of them as obeyed Thee, with a blessing 
whereby to guard them from disobeying Thee; and enlarge 
for them the gardens of Thy paradise, and protect them 
thereby tiom the cunning of Satan, and assist them in 
those righteous things, wherein they beg of Thee assistance; 
and guard them from the events of the day and night, 
except an event that would bring good, and induce them, 
thereby, to hope largely fiom Thee and to covet what is 
with Thee, and to give up lying about that which lies in 
the hands of Thy cieatures, in order that Thou mayest 
recall them to long for Thee and fear Thee, 

And restrain them fiom desiring worldly prosperity, 
and make them love to act for the Future, and to prepare 
fot what is after death. 

And facilitate for them every pain, thaj may come 
upon them, at the day when the soul leaves the body; 

1. A quotation from tbe Qura'J* 

2. Th® text reads which has thus been tranalated In my opinion 

aould be a better reading, and in that case the Iranilation would run thus — 
and to give up a epiring for that etc 






and secure them from that wherein may occur a trial of tis 
terrors, and from torment of the Fire and eternal continu* 
ance therein; 

And remove them to the Peace of the resting-place of 
the Pious. 
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6. His prayer for himself and his adherents. 

O Thoul the wonders of whose glory are never exhausted, 
bless Mohanamad and his A1 (family) and restrain us 
from forsaking Thy Greatness; 

And O Thou! the duration of whose kingdom shall 
never expire, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and 
liberate our necks from Thy chastisement; 

And O Thou! the stores of whose mercy are never 
exhausted, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and’appomt 
for us a share of Thy mercy; 

And O Thou! to see whom sights fail, bless Mohammad 
and his A1 (family) and make us nearer to Thy neighbour- 
hood; 

And O Thou! beside whose dignity the dignity of 
others dwindles, bless Mohamuiad and his A1 (family) and 
dignify us m Thy sight. 

And O Thou! to whom are discovered secret tidings, 
bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and do not disgrace 
us in Thy sight; 

O Lord! make us independent of gifts of the givers, 
with Thy bounty; and protect us from loneliness — caused 
by those who sever themselves (from us) — with Thy connec- 
tion, till, because of Thy bounty we may not incline towards 
any one besides Thee, and because of Thy favour may not 
fear any body. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and 
plot for us and do not plot against us, devise stratagems 
for us and do not devise them against us; and give us the 
upperhand and do not give the upperhand to any over us. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and 
guard us from Thy wrath, and protect us with Thy grace, 
and direct us towards Thyself, and do not keep us away 
from Thee; verily, whomsoever Thou protectest is saved. 








and whomsoever Thou directest is instructed, and whom- 
soever Thou placest nearer to Thyself, is blessed. 

O Lord, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and 
ward off from us keenness of the evils of Time, and mischief 
of the snares of Satan and bitterness of kingly fury. ^ 

0 Lord, verily, men are kind to others, because of 
Thy exceeding kindness to them; therefore, bless Mohammad 
and his Al (family) and fulfil our desiies ^ 

And verily, the liberal do not give, save from the excess 
of what Thou hast bestowed upon them, therefore, bless 
Mohammad and his Al (family), and bless us. 

And veiily, the guides do not guide, except with the 
light of Thyicountenance, therefore, bless Mohammad and 
his Al (family) and guide us. 

O Loid whom Thou assisted, was never injured by 
deseition of the deseiters, and whom Thou blessed, suffered 
no loss fiom the refusal of those who refuse, and whom 
Thou directed, nas not led astray by the misleading of those 
M'ho mislead, thcrefoie, bless Mohammad, and his 
Al (family), and with Thy glorj keep us from (seeking 
assistance of) Thy creatures, and with Thy bounty make 
us independent of others than Thee, and with Thy guidance 
make us walk the path of Truth. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and let 
the jieace of oui minds consist in the remembiance of Thy 
glory, and the repose of our bodies in gratitude for Thy 
favour, and the speech of our tongues in praise of Thy 
beneficence. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and, his Al (family) and let 
us be of Thy missionaries, invittrig others to Thee, and of 
the guides, guiding (men) towaids Thee, and of the most 
chosen in Thy sight, O Most Merciful ’ ^ 

1 The f ary of king’s Ruck petitions occur in several othe prayers and refer to the 
oppression the author and his kindred suffered and feared from the rulers under whom they 
lived 

3 According to a different reading the meaning would be — 

O Lord, verily tho8f‘ who seik prottcfion can only be saved through Thy excellent 
power, the.eforebl ss Mohammad and his *A1 md save us 
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6 His prayer, morning and evening. 


All praise be to God ivho created night and day with 
his power, and separated them with His might; and fixed for 
each of them a well defined length of duration. 

He causes the one to enter into the other, and gives to 
each a measurement suitable for the nourishment and growth 
of His creatures. 

He has, therefore, created for them, the night that they 
may rest in it from the work that is wearisome, and from 
movements that produce pain. 

He has made it a covering for their comfort and sleep, 
so that they may be refreshed and strengthened, and thereby 
obtain pleasure and a renewal of appetite. 

And He created for them the day which is full of light, 
that they may therein seek His grace and find means of 
sustenance provided by Him: and walk about in His earth, 
searching for that which will yield comfort in this life, and 
blessings in the life to come. 

By this means he improves the condition of mankind, 
and tests their inner thoughts, and watches their behaviour at 
times of worship, and in places of devotion, and on occasions 
of performance of his commandments, in order that He may 
puoish those who do wrong, and handsomely reward those who 
do right. 

O Lord, therefore, all praise is due to Thee, because 
Thou hast created for us the daybreak; and provided us with 
the light of day; and directed us to places for obtaining sus- 
tenance; and protected us from the approach of calamities. 

We beheld the morning and all things saw' it. The 
heavens and earth are Thine, and whatever thou hast scat- 
tered in them, resting things and moving things, whatever 
soars in the air and whatever is hidden under the ground. 
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Through Thy power we were enabled to see the moraing. 
Thy kingdom and Thy authority were everywhere about us; 
and we were dependant upon Thy providence. 

We act in accordance with Thy orders, and are changed 
according to Thy plans. 

There is nothing for us to do but to carry out Thy 
commands; and there is no good thing but Thou hast 
graciously bestowed it upon us. 

This IS a day new and fresh, and it is a present witness 
of w hat we do. If we have done good it will praise us on 
ts departure, .ind if we have done evil it will leave us with 
contempt. 

0 Lord show mercy unto Mohammad and his A1 (family); 
and grant us the benefit of association with his descendants; 
and keep us from the evil of separati o n from them, by reason 
of our committing sms whether great or small; and through 
them increase virtue for us, and cleanse us from vice through 
them; and fill up for us the space between the two extremities 
of time with praise, and thankfulness, and reward, and stores 
of good things, and kindness and beneficence. 

O Lord, make it easy for the recording angels to keep 
the record of our actions, and fill up our record books with 
good deeds, and let us not be disgraced before them with our 
evil works. 

O Lord let us have every moment of the day a share of 
Thy worship and a share of thanksgiving to Thee and a 
true witness out of Thy angels. 

O Lord, be merciful to Mohammad and his A1 (family), 
and guard us from before, and from behind, an|) on the right 
hand, and on the left, and keep us from harm on all sides; 
lestraining us, thereby, from disobeying Thee; directing us, 
thereby, to serve Thee and work for Thy love 





O Lord, bless Mohammad and his A1 (falnily), and give 
US grace this day and tMs night, and all our days, to practise 
righteousnessi to keep far from evil; to be thankful for Thy 
gifts; to follow the Prophet; to reject innovations in religion; 
to do good; to keep from doing forbidden things; to defend 
Islam; to disapprove wrong, and disparage it; to uphold the 
light, and respect' it, to guide the erring, aid the weak, and 
redress the oppressed 

O Lord have mercy upon Mohammad and his A1 (family), 
and let this day be the most blessed day we ever saw, and the 
most excellent companion we met with, and the best time of 
our existence; make us the happiest of all Thy creatures who 
have s))ent days and nights on the earth, and the most thank- 
ful for the blessings Thou hast given, make us the strictest 
observers of Thy laws, and the most careful in abstaining 
from those things which Thou hast prohibited. 

O Lord, I call upon Thee to witness, and Thou art 
sufficient as a witness, and 1 call Thy Heavens and Thy 
Earth to witnes-, and Thy Angels whom Thou hast established 
m them, and the rest of Thy cieatures, that in this my day, 
and this ray hour, and this my night, and this place of mine, 
without doubt I declare that Thou art the God, besides whom 
there is no other object of worship; (that Thou art) observer 
of equity, jU'^t in decree, compassionate to Thy servants, 
possessor of power, and merciful to Thy creatures, 

And I declare that Mohammad is Thy servant and Thy 
Apostle, and the chosen one of all mankind. 

Thou didst order him to deliver Thy messages (unto men), 
and he did so: Thou didst command him to impart instruc- 
tion to his followers, and he obeyed. 

O Lord, therefore bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) 
more than any of Thy creatures; and on our behalf bestow 
upon him more than Thou hast bestowed upon any of Thy 
servants;, and reward him for our sake with better and more 





exalted gifts than Thou hast ever given to any other of Thy 
prophets on behalf of his followers: 

Verily Thou art the giver of magnificient gifts, and the 
orgiver of great sms; and Thou art the kindest of the kind. 
Therefore, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), the pure, 
the holy, the virtuous and the honourable. 
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7. His prayer, when he had something of impor> 
tance before him, or some accident befell him 
and at times of distress 

O Ihou, by whom tJie knots of difficulties are untied. 

O Thou, by whom the seventy of hardships is extiii- 
srui«hed , 

O Thou, from whom m e seek deliverauce tiom trials, and 
comfort in time ot distiess, — (Thou art the one) through 
whose power all things become easy, through whose fa\ our 
all causes become effective, by whose authority decrees hai e 
been issued, and according to whose will things bare moved 

They obeyed Thy will, even tbougli Thou didst not siic ik 
bo them, and they are restrained by Thy intention, even 
though Thou dost not give expression to it. 

Thou art the one unto whom we cry in times of trouble, 
and Thou art the only refuge tn distress. 

None ot them are lemoved except what Thou basi 
lemoved, and none have been taken away unless Thou hast 
taken them away. 

And verily, O Lord that misfortune has befallen nie the 
burden of which is unbearable; there has overtaken me that 
which is unendurable 

By Thy might Thou hast brought it on me, and by Thy 
authority Thou hast directed it towards me, so there is no 
one to ward off that which Thou hast brought on, and no one 
to turn aside That which Thou hast dUneted* 

Theie is no opener of what Thou hast closed, and no one 
to shut what Thou hast opened. 

€ 

There is no one to make easy wiiat Thou hast made diffi- 
cult, and no one to assist him whom Thou hast forsaken 

Therefore, send blessings upon Mohammad and bi-- A1 
(family), and graciously open for me O Lord, the gate of 
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deliverance; remove from me overpowering anxiety by Thy 
might: look with favour upon the complaints I have offered 
and make me taste the sweetness of Thy dealings with me, 
concerning those things which 1 have asked of Thee. 

Bestow Thy mercy upon me, and pleasant relief from 
sorrow. 

Grant me, by Thy grace sperdy deliverance from distress. 

Do not let anxiety keep me from the performance of 
my duties to 'Phee, and the observance of Thy laws. 

Verily I am distressed because of what has befallen me, 
and am full of sadness on account of having to bear what has 
overtaken me 

Thou hast power to remove that in whicli I am involved, 
and to avert that into which I have fallen 

Therefore, grant me this (favour) even though I do not 
deserve if from Thee, O Possessor of the Magnificent throne! 
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S He implores protection ftom evils, immora- 
lity and blameworthy actions. 

O liOid, I implore Thy protection from the excitation of 
greed, the impetuosity of anger, the domination of envy, the 
lack of patience, the scarcity of contentment, the depra- 
vity of morals, the importunity of passion, the excess of zeal, 
the submission to desires, the opposition to right, the drowsi- 
ness of negligence, the entrance into troubles, the preferring 
of wrong to i ight, persistence in sins, the underestimation of 
guilt, the overestimation of service, the pride of the wealthy, 
the despising of the poor, the abuse of powei over those under 
our hands, the omitting to thank those who aie kind to us, as- 
sisting the oppressor, forsaking the oppressed, aiming at that to 
which we are not entitled, and speaking in matters of learning 
without knowledge 

And we implore Thy protection from keeping in mind 
the weaknesses of others, from being proud of our good deeds, 
and from indulging far-reaching hopes 

O Lord, we flee to Thee for protection from inward evil, i 
from underestimation of minor sms, from the domination of 
Satan over us, fiotn being involved in calamity by the course 
of events, and from being oppressed by the sultan - 

And we flee to Thee for protection from acquiring ex- 
travagant habits, and from want of livelihood 

And we ask Thy piotection from the ridicule of enemies, 
from the begging of equals, from living in hardships and 
dying without preparation 

And we seek Thy protection from the exceeding regret, 
from the great calamity, from the terrible misfortune, from 
unsafe refuge, from being unrewarded, and from the visita- 
tion of chastisement. , 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and protect 
me and all the true believers, both male and female, from all 
these, by Thj’ mercy, O Most Merciful ! 

1 1 . e fTom smTul thoaghtf. 

2 Vidt) nct« cn a tinilai patsagt m prayar No. 5. 
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9. A prayer showingr Ms fervour when asking 
pardon of God May He be glorified ’ 

O Lord, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and lead 
us to repentance which is loved by Thee ; and remove us from 
persistence in sin, which is hateful to Thee. 

O Lord, when we are confronted by two (impending) 
evils, one relating to faith, the other to worldly affairs; then, 
let that evil befall us which will the more quickly pass away, 
and protect us from that which is of long duration : 

And when u e resolve two things, one of which would 
please Thee, and the other would call down Thy wrath upon 
us ; then, let us be inclined towards that which would please 
Thee; and lessen our strength, so that we may not do that, 
which would make Thee angry at us. 

And, O Lord, do not allow our souls to choose as they 
like, for, verily, they will choose w'hat is evil, unless Thou 
dost assist them. They are very prone to evil, unless Thou 
dost pity.* 

O Lord, verily. Thou hast created us full of weakness, 
and founded us on infirmity, and originated us out of unstable 
water, so we have no power except from Thee, and no strength 
but by Thy aid. 

Therefore, help us with Thy grace, and strengthen us 
with Thy strength, and make the eyes of our minds blind to 
w'hat is contrary to Thy love; and do not allow any of our 
limbs activity in disobeying Thee. 

O Lord, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and let 
the whisperings of our hearts, the motions of our organs, the 
"lances of our eyes, the utterances of our tongues be directed 
to the end of winning Thy reward; till we omit no good act, 
whereby we may be entitled to Thy rewtird; and there remain 
in us no evil, whereby we should deserve Thy chastisement. 

-Oi- i XII p. 235 Rodw-eili Tr. <*Yel I hold not myaelf olear» for tho 

hoart to pro&9 to evil, save theirs on whom my Liord iMlh mercy 
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fO. He implores Divine Protection^ 

O Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst forgive our sms, and 
manifest Thy grace; and if Thou wilt Thou canst pumsh us, 
and thus display Thy justice 

Therefore, be graciously pleased to make Thy pai‘don 
easy for us, and by Thy forgiveness deliver us from Thy 
pumshment: for, verily, we have no stiength to stand (against) 
Thy justice; and there is no deliverance for any of us, save 
through Thy pardon. 

O Most Independent One ’ Behold, we. Thy servants, 
are standing before Thee, and verily we are in great need 

Therefore, fulfil our desires from the vastness of Thy 
wealth, and do not cut olf oui hope by refusal For, thereby 
Thou wilt have rendered him unlucky who begged happiness 
of Thee; and Thou wilt have disappointed him who besought 
Thee for favours 

So, at such a time to whom shall we turn when leaving 
Thee, and wliithei shall we take oni journey from Thy gate 

O Holy One, we are weak and helpless; and Thou hast 
promised to grant deluciaiicc in answer to the prayers of 
the distresseil . 

We are afflicted, and Thou hasf promised relief to 
those in affliction 

The showing of mercy to one who seeks it most resem- 
bles Thy will; and it is the noblest of all the acts of Thy 
greatness; such also is the redress of one who prays to Thee 
for redress 

Therefore, graciously hear our application unto Thee, and 
redress our wrongs when we have cast ourselves before Thet' 

O Lord, verily, Satan ridiculed us when we followed him 
in disobeying Thee. 

Therefore, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and 
do not let him ndicule us, after our renouncing him for Thee, 
and after turning away from him unto Thee. 
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11. His pray^pr for a happy termination of life 

O Thou, the remembrance of 'whom is an honour to 
hobe who do remember; 

O Thou, thankfulness to whom brings exaltation' to 
hose who render thanks: 

O Thou, obedience to whom is salvation to those who 
)bey, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and let oui’ heai'ts 
urn aw'ay from the thought ot every other thing remem- 
lering Thee; and let our tongues cease tiom uttering all other 
gratitude m thanking Thee; and let our hmbs be engaged in 
serving Thee, letiving all other work 

And if Thou hast decreed for us rest from all toil; then,, 
let oui rest be peacetul, lu which no evil consequences shall 
befall us, and no giiei overhike us, till those who record ^ our 
svil deeds return to Thee, fiom us. lieaiinga scroll free fiKim 
the record of »ins; and until, those who I'ecord our good deeds- 
leave us delighted with what they have written down concera- 
Ing them (good deeds). 

And when the days of our-existencearefimsh-ed, and tho 
duration of oui' lives comes to an end, and Thy summons — 
which is inevitable and the obedience to which is unavoidable — 
IS served upon ns, then bless Mohammad and his A1 family), 
and let the (conclusion ot what the writers of our deeds have 
reckoned against us, be an accepted repentance, after which 
we may not bo detained by Thee, on account of any sm which 
wo have committed, or any guilt which we have earned^ 

Ai^ do not I'emove the (covering ^ which Thou, hast put; 
over us, in the presence of spectators, on the day ©n. which 
the I'ecord of Thy creatures shall be examined^ * 

Verily, Thou art merciful to him who prayet^ unto 
5Chee, and answeresthim who invoketh Thee. 


1 Tk« Beoordmg Angles mentioned before 
2^ i e. 1st our failings remain unknoinui* 
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12. Confession and Repentance. 

O Lord, three habits hinder me from praying unto Thee 
and one habit urges me to it 

Delay, in doing that which Thou didst order me to per- 
form, keeps me from prayer on account of shame; and the 
thing Thou didst forbid mo to do, and to which I hastened 
likewise hinders me; and the favour Thou didst confer on me, 
and for which I failed to return thanks 

That which urges me to pray unto Thee, is Thy kindues«i 
to the one who turneth his face towards Thee, and who 
cometh hopefully to Thee; for, all Thy favour is kindness, and 
all Thy blessings an indication of greater things yet to come 

Therefore, behold me here, O Lord, standing at the gate 
of Thy glory in the attitude of one who trembles in submis- 
sion, and entreating Thee, in my shame, in the spirit of the 
poor and needy, confessing unto Thee that I never acknow- 
ledged Thy favour, save by refraining from sinning against 
Thee; * and that I was never, in all my circumstances, with- 
out Thy bounty 

Will, therefore O Lord, my confession to Thee, of the 
evils I have committed avail me anything « And will my 
admission to Thee of wrongs 1 have done, deliver me from 
Thy wrath ? 

Or hast Thou, in this my situation irrevocably decreed 
Thy wrath for me; or does, in the time of praying,^ Thy 
displeasure inseparably chng to me ? 

O Holy One, I do not despair of Thy mercy, whilst Thou 
hast, surely, opened for me the gate of repentance, unto 
Thee: 

'Nay, I speak the words of a despicable creature, one un- 
just io his own soul, one who underrates the dignity of his 
Lord, one whose sins are great and wax larger, and whose 
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days have changed and become unfavourable; until he found 
that the oppertumty for action hai expired, aud the duration 
of life was fiiushed, and he was convinced that there was no 
escape for him fx'om Thee aud no refuge; then he presented 
himself to Thee, with conversion and sincerely repented unto 
Thee So, he stood up in Thy presence with a pure, clean 
heart and addressed Thee in a low faltering voice. 

Verily, he bowed before Thee, till he became crooked, 
and bent down his head till he was doubled* 

Verily, his tear caused his legs to tremble, and his tears 
flowed down his cheeks* 

He calls upon Thee, saying, O merciful God and O most 
compassionate of those to whom seekers after mercy conti- 
nually come, and O most gracious ot those whom seekers after 
pardon approach, and O Thou whose forgiveness is more 
frequent than Thy chastisement, and O Thou whose a^iproba- 
tion IS more abundant than Thy wrath, and O Thou who 
favoured Thy creaturas by overlooking their guilt, and O 
Thou who trained Thy servants to hope for the acceptance 
of conversion,* and O Thou who corrected their corruption 
with repentance, and O Thou who was satisfied with very 
httle of their good deeds, and O Thou who rewarded their 
insignificant deeds abundantly, aud O Thou who guaranteed 
to them answers to prayer, and O Thou who graciously pro- 
mised them on Thy own pledge, a handsome recompense! I 
am not the greatest of those who disobeyed Thee and obtained 
Thy pardon; and I am not the most blameworthy of those who 
apologised unto Thee and Thou didst accept then* apology; 
and 1 am not the most unjust of those who repented unto 
Thee, and Thou didst show them Thy favour: 

I repent unto Thee, in this my situation, the repentance 
of one ashamed of what he neglected to perform, afraid of 
what he has accumulated against him, sincerely sorry for 
what he fell.into, knowing that the forgiving of sins is not 

« i e to hope that God will accept their renunciation of evil habits and adoption 
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too graa^t A task for Thoe, aad the overlooking of mighty 
guilt is Aot too difficult fot Thee, and the enduring of exces- 
sive wrongs IS not hard upon Thee; and that the most favourite 
6f Thy creatures is one who giveth up pride, and abstaineth 
from persisting (in wrong) and constantly asketh pardon: 

And I clear myself before Thee from being proud, and 
crave Thy protection against persisting (in sin), and ask Thy 
paidon for what 1 failed in, and beg Tbiy assistance in what I 
am too weak to do 

0 Lord, bless Motiammad and his A1 (family , and for- 
giye me what is due unto Thee from me, ^ and save me from 
what I deserve from Thee, ^ and shelter me from what the 
wicked are afraid of 

For, verily. Thou hast power to forgive; pardon is hoped 
for, from Thee, Thou art celebrated for overlooking faults: 

1 have no other one whom I may beg to fulfil my wislies 
but Tliee; and no torgiver of my sms, other than Thee— far be 
it from Thee it I think there is another, and I do not fear 
that any thing will happen to my soul, except from Thee: ^ 

Verily, Thou deservest to be feared, and art worthy of 
forgiving sins 

Bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and fulfil my 
need, and giant my wish, and forgive my sins, and quell the 
dread of my soul. 

Verily, Thou hast power over every thing, and this is 
easy for Thee. 

Amen, Lord of the worlds! 


1 i» e. duties 1 owe to Thee. 

2 {* e. punfabment for default, 
i e puniahment 






i<s. MIS petition to tne Almig^lity in time of need. 

Q Lord, Thou who dost ultimately satisfy our needs; 
Thou with whom lies the success of prayers; who selleth not 
his favouis for prices; whose gifts are not accompanied with 
reproaches ; throuj^h whom independence Cfin be obtained, 
and of whom none can be independent; towards whom men 
are attracted n'lth irresistible attraction; whose stores cannot 
be exhausted by requests, and whose wisdom cannot be al- 
tered by any means, from whom the needs of the needj' are 
never eut oflp, whom prayers do not fatigue, 

Thou hast prided Thyself on being independent of Thy 
ereatures, and Thou art worthy^ of being independent of them. 

'J'liou hast called them needy and tlie\ are needy towards 
Thee. 

Theielore, nhosoever resohed upon the satisfaction of his 
need tiirough 'Diee, and desiled that his need be removed by 
Thee, surely he sought this satisfaction in the light place; and 
appi cached the oli]ect of liis desiie directlj 

And whosoever dii ecied his petition to any of Thy crea- 
tures, or consideied him to be the one to giant its fulfilment, 
in preference to 'I'hee, verily, he exposed himself to dis- 
appointment, and deserved from Thee piivation of blessings. 

And I, O Lord, have a needp.,^oward Thee My efforts 
have fallen shoit, and my tfeslres/' are of no avail My soul 
induced me to seek the satisfaction of my need from one who 
is not independent of Thee^ and places his necessities before 
Thee. This was one of th4 slips of the erring, and one of the 
mistakes of sinneis Then I was aroused from my ignorance 
by Thv warning; and rose byjHrt" grace from my fall, and 
returned; X acd with Thy help I corrected my blunder and 
said, Jtoly is my Lord' • 

How can one needy creature beg from another who is in 
need; and why should a pauper be attracted to anotbei 

i, — 

X Drew baok.^ ^ 
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pauper? So I leturned unto Thee with sincere longing, and laid 
my hope before Thee, wuth perfect trust in Thee; and I was 
sure that the utmost I ivould beg of Thee, would be tririal in 
comparison wiHi-Thy wealth; and the utmost that 1 would 
desiie from Thee, would be insignificant" along side of Thy 
prospenty, and that Thy bounty is not encompassed by any 
one’s lequcst, and that Thy hand is exalted far above every 
hand, m liberality 

0 Lord, therd!ore, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), 
and deal with me kindly accoiding to Thy grace; and do not 
in Thy justice, deal with me according to my merit. 

For, I am not the first applicant who applied to Thee, 
and Thou didst grant my lequest, whilst I deserved refusal 
and I am not the first 'petitioner who petitioned Thee, and 
Thou didst favour me whilst entitled to disappointment 

O Lord, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and grant 
acceptance to my prayer, heat my call, hearken to my sup- 
plication, and listen to my voice; and do not cut off my hope 
from Thee, and do not sever my connection with Thee, and 
do not permit me in this and other needs to turn to any other 
besides Thee; and undertake the fulfilment of my request, 
and the satisfaction of my need, and the answermg of my 
.prayer, before I leave this my spot, by making easy for me 
that which is difficult, and by liestowing upon me Thy 
excellent decree in all matters. 

And bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) with a bless- 
ing perpetual, growing, having no epd to its duration, and no 
limit to its extent, and let it be a help to me, and a cause for 
granting my request. 

Verily Thou art generous and gracious 

And my request O Lord, is sucli and such— —(mention 
it and prostrate thyself and say in the prostration). •' 

Thy grace has comforted me; and Thy goodness has 
guided me, so- 1 request. Thee, for Thy sake and that of 
Mohammad and his A1 (family) — They blessings on them— not 
bo ipm^me^away di8aiT<>J"^« 

• The woidi within bnohets do not form pert of the prejer* fcht m intended to 
inetrnet the perion proying how to prefoi hie leqneet to the Almighty 
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14 . His prayer when he was oppressed by tyrants. 

O Thou to whom the tidings of complainants aee not 
unknown, and O Thou who doth not require the evidence of 
witnesses to their repoits, O Thou whose help is nigh to the 
oppressed, and O Thou whose assistance is fai removed from 
the wicked Verily, Thou knowest O mj Lord wdiat hath come 
upon me fiom so and so the son ot so .ind so, * of that which 
Thou didst prohibt him fiom doiiii*, <ind w hat power he hath 
gained ovei me by means of tliat which Thou didst forbid him, 
because of pride in the possessioics wlueh are fiom Thee, and 
in utter disregaid of Thy piohibition to him. ' 

Therefore, O Loid bless Mohammad and liis A1 (family) 
and b\ Thy strength restiain my oppiessor and my enemy 
from ovei whelming me, and with Thy powder, turn aside his 
shaipness fiom me, and let him be engaged in wdiat imme- 
diately suriounds him, and loiidei him powerless, against 
that to which he is hostile 

And O Lord bless Mohamin id and his A1 (lamily), and 
do not tolerate the opptession il my enemj, and help me to 
be successful ovei him, and giiaid me from deeds similai to 
his, aud do not pul me in situation like his 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and help 
me against my enemy wntli immediate assistance, which may 
put an end to my icsentment ot him, and give a satisfaction 
to my grudge against him 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and com- 
pensate me for the oppression I have siiffeied from him, with 
Thy forgiveness, and make uj) for his wrongs to me, with 
Thy mercy, for, every evil is small in comparision with Thy 
wrath, and every calamity is light when acoompanied with 
Thy bounty. 

O Lord, Thou hast made it disagreeable to me to be 
oppressed, theiefoie, restiain me fiom oppiessing others, do 

* Here the name of enemy end bi^ father ehoald be mentione). 
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not permit me 0 Lord to complain to any one except Thee, 
nor to ask assistance of any ruler besides Thee. Far be it 
from me ! 

Therefore, bless Muhammad and Ins A1 (family), and 
]om my piayer with Thy answer, and bring my complaint 
mgh to alteration 

O Loid do not test me with despair of Thy Justice, and 
do not tempt him by the delay of Thy chastisement, so that 
he may persist in oppiessing me, and refuse to give me my 
lights’ and let him know, shortly, of that punishment with 
which Thou hast threatened tyrants, and let me know what 
Thou hast piomised tor the relief of the afQ.icted 

0 Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and give 
me grace to accept what Thou hast decreed for me and against 
me, and reconcile me to what Thou hast taken from me and 
direct me to that path which is most straight, and employ 
me in that which is the safest. 

O Lord, and it in Thy 3 udgment it would bo better tor 
me It Thou delayest the seizure ot the tyraut, and taking 
vengeance upon him who has oppiessed me until the day of 
Judgment, when the enemies aie gathered together, then 
bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and help me by giving 
me a sinceie motive and enduring patience, and guard me 
from evil propensities and restlessness of ambition, and im* 
print upon my mind the likeness of what Thou hast stoied 
for me by way of reward, and prepared for my enemy by way 
t>f retribution and torment, and let this be the cause of my 
contentment with what Thou hast decreed, and of trust in 
what Thou hast chosen. 

Amen Lord of the worlds ! Verily Thou art ^possessor of 
great excellence, and Thou hast power over everything. 







from my illness be accompanied with Thy forgiveness, and 
let my rsestoration from my fall lead to Thy pardon, and let 
my release from pain be followed by comfort, and my rescue 
from this affliction by Thy deliverance. 

Verily Thou art benevolently kind, bountifully gracious, 
magnificently generous and the possessor of greatness and 
idorv I 
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16 His humble entreaty for remission ot suit 

"" ^ O liOTd^ ’Thair art the one through whose merey tli^ 
erring piay^fctr redress; the one in the remembrance of whose 
grhce the afflicted take refuge, the oin^ in "dread of whom the 
gudtv bitterly weep ^ O solace of every sad stranger, ^ and 
O delight of every brokenhearted sufferer, and O redresser of 
the forsakeui and lonely and O helper of the needy and far 
extled^ who hast sui rounded everything with merc\ and 
knowledge ^ It is Thou who ha>t allotted eveiy creature a share 
m Thy blessings^ and it is Thou wliose forgivenesj* is superior 
to Jus cliastisement, and it is Thou whose meicy walks in 
front of Ins wrath; and it is Thou whose gwierosity is more 
frequent tlian his refusal, and it is Tliou uhose powei* and 
prosperity embrace all eioatiiies, it is Thou who doth not 
desire lecoinponse trom him, Avhom Thou didst bless, it is 
Thou w ho doth not commit excess lu punishing him, tvho dis- 
obeyed Thee* * 

* \ndIOLord am Thy servant A\hom Thou hast com- 
manded to pray and ulio has answered Heie I am leady to 
obey ^ lleie T am at Thy call ’ Behold O LoiU, here I 
am prostiate in Thy presence^ 

I' 

Tt T whose hack is ov(‘rloa<led with guilt, it is I whose 
lile has 1) '«u ihssipateil bj sms, u is 1 avIio ignorantly die- 
oheS^ed Tliee, though I'hoii didsl not deserve it ^ from me 

Wilt Thou O fjord pity him mMio prayeth unto Thee? 
So that I iliay -make excellent petitions unto Thee Or, wilt 
Thou f oigiic him who cries, unto Thee-' So that J may make 
hast© to ©ry. 

Or, wilt Thou pardon him who put^ his, face on the dust, 
before Thee, in token of subiuiesiou ''' « 

Or, ivilt Thou prosper him who in confidence complained 
unto Thee of his ^poverty ? 

0 Lord do not disappoint one who finds no giver except 

l« 1 e one who happens among strajgarst ani h\^ li i It tU or k n no a; him 
8t u a, diaobedienoe * I ^ 1 1 






Thee; and do not disgrace one who finds none to whom he 
can turn for help besides Thee.* “ 

O Lord, therefore, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) 
and do not turn away from me, whilst I haye turned towards 
Thee; and do not d^ppoint me, whilst I have Inclined towards 
Thee; and do not smite my face with reprobation, whilst I 
stand before Thee. 

It is Thou who hast given to Thyself the attribute of 
Mercy, therefore, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and 
have pity "ott me; and it is Thou who hast named Thyself 
Forgiveness, therefore forgive me. 

Verily, Thou seest O Lord the fiow of ^y tears on 
account of fear of Thee, and the palpitation of my heart 
through dread of Thee, and the trembling of my limbs, be- 
cause of the awe Thou dost inspire in me: All this proceeds 
from^ the shame I feel on account of my evil deeds, and for 
this reason my voice has become too subdued to cry unto Tliee 
and my tongue too dumb to pray to Thee 

Therefore, all praise is due to Thee O Lord, for, many a 
defect in me didst Thou conceal, and didst not disgrace me, 
and many a sin which I committed) didst Thou hide, and didst 
not make me notorious, and many a wrong which I wks 
guilty of, didst Thou cover, and didst not put round my neck 
the evil consequences of their mischief, and didst not discover 
their evil to such of my neighbours as were looking for my 
blemishes, and to those who envy Thy blessingt which I 
possess And all this favour did not restrain me from po- 
ceeding toward the worst which Thou didst threaten me with. 

Theiefore, w'ho is more ignorant than I, O Lord, of his 
own benefit, and who is more careless than I of his shaie ot 
good ^ And who is farther removed than I froni self-reforma- 
tion, when I spend the sustenance which Thou hast allotted 
me in those sms which Thott hast forbidden me to commit? 
And who IS deeper plunged m wrongdoing and more foiwaid 
in than I, when I stand between Thy call and the call ot 
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SHtan, 4‘\u(l follow his call without- blindness and haTl^g full 
itOowU’d^fe o| him; and- wi^'ohfc »iiv for^^fdlnuis id my 
mem »ry cuucemmg him and r4,in at the same time couvinoed 
that Thy call leads towards Paradise, and that his call leads 
towards HelP 

Holiness to Thee ! How wonderful it is that I bear 
witness against my own soul, and reckon it a secret affair of 
mine; and more wonderful than this ts Thy forbearance 
towards me in casting me (into perdition) ' And this is not 
’because I possess any grace in Thy sight, but because of Thy 
gracious delay and Thy loving kindness to me; in order that I 
may keep away fiom Thy wrath incurred by disobedience, 
and retinin from my degrading sms; and because Thy for- 
giving me IS more agreeable to Thee than punishing me 

Nay my God, I am too abundant, in respect of sin, too 
coirui»t in manneis, too nicked in deeds, too rashly bold in 
nrongdoing and too weak in point of vigilance in serving 
Thee, and give too little heed to tlie warning aild caution of 
Thy tlueats, to enumeiatc to Thee my blemishes, or to he 
able to remember all mv guilts. 

And veiily I lepioach my soul with this, hj way of 
longing for Thj kindness nheiein lies the prosperity ^ of 
sinners, and hoping tor Thy meicy wherein lies the release of 
the guilty. 

O Lord, behold tins my neck overburdened 2 by sms, 
therefore, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and liberate 
it with Chy forgiveness 

And this IS my back weighed down with giiilt, therefore 
bless Mohammed and his A1 (family) and lighten it witl 
Thy favour, 

‘O Lord if I were to cry unto Thee* till my eyelashes 
should fall off, and wail loudly till my voice should cease 
and stand to serve- Thee till my feet should swe»ll, and bend 
down tQ adore Thee .till the bonee of my spine should stick 
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out, au^ put ui> head ou tjie ground to udoie Thee yll my 
eyebaIJs ^huM oouoe put 9fe.t|i^U'-8t)Ckpt6, and dat the dust of 
the earth throtighout my life, drink water ot asheb'* to the 
end of my days, and remember Thfe in the meantime till my 
tongue should became dumb, arid then ne\ei laise my glance 
to the horizon of the sky feeling shame betoie Thee; 1 could 
not deseive, thereby, the obliteration oi a single sm out ol all 
my sins' , n. 

And it Thou wert to toigiie me, nhen I should deserve 
Thy forgiveness and pardon “lue when 1 should merit Thy 
pardon. For, verily it is not due to me on account ot merit, 
nor do 1 deserve ifcon account ol worth, nliile iny recompense 
lioiu Thee, foi the fiist thing wherein 1 disobeyed Thee, was 
H9II fir©' So if TTiou cliastibc me Thou w ouldst not be unjust 
to mo 


My Lord, since Thou hast coveied niy sins, and didst not 
disgraw} me, and hast been graciously patient with me, and 
didst not hasten to iiumsh me, and hast kindly borne with me 
and didst not- alter Thy blessings (that Thou didst) bestow 
upon me, nor rendei Thy-- favours to me disagreeable, there* 
fore, pity the lengtli of my supplication and tlu* intensity of 
ray need artd the evil of my situation. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his A 1 (family) and guard 
me from sins, and ■employ me in virtue, and grant me a hand- 
some conversion, and puiif.?* <vith re^ientance, and help me 
with chastity,. and leform me peacefull.v,* and ruTtkeme taste 
the. sweetness of salvation, and let mo lie the freedman of. 
Thy pardon and -the emarioii>at^ man ot Thy mefcy,. and 
grant to me impunity from Th^ wiath, and thereby, let me 
Imve good iiewe^ in this wgrCi besides the next, — good ’‘mews 
which I may recognise, and. let me have in it a si^n which I 
percetve. .. ‘ :v.*- - ' ' 

Verily, 'thjs is not diihcult to Thee ih Thy^ might, and 
is »Qj?>harft ■WpPip 4116^ »B TAy t 


*Verily.'T¥0u 

i ,7 

», i o water titilged v/ttb 


Dwer «¥er every fchiixg. ; < r 


4, ]. n reiorm withomt any af&itetiun and puniabmeBi 

5* I •. newa •f tntmo 
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17. When Satan was mentioned and the Imam 
, ..sought from hm malice and cunnini^. 

^ ^ ** , *\ i i ^ ' 

'sJ r' '''' ^ . t , 

^ O Lord, verily Ave seek Thy protection from' the corrupt- 

lal4^jioRveB^f S^tqfi]|, viicf yv<ia driven away*^fi‘oin^^y presence, 
hjs cunning ^fevices, and fiom trusting m his falsielioods, 
«hw premuses, Jii^ deceptions and his toils, diitl the lon^Hg 
of his soul to lead: ns astray from Thy service and to disgfacc 
usTiy cauamg us to disobey Thee , and from taking for. good 
what he represents to us to be good, or regardina: that to ‘be 
"hard "which he makes disagieeable to us 


O Lord let him be lepulsed from ns thiough worshipping 
Thee, and drive him an ay Avith onr devotion to Th6e ; and 
plaoe between ns and him a curtain which he may not tear, 
and a stronaf ]»ai tition which he may not bresk through 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and 
engage Satan at a distance from us, with some of Thy 
enemies , and guard ns fi om him with 'I’liy exceeding 
great watchfulness , and supjiort us against his deception , 
and turn his hack upon us, and remove all trace of him 
Iroin us 


O Lord bless Mfihammad and his A1 (family), and bless 
us with guidance equal to Satan’s misleading , and provide 
us with piety in opjiosition to his misguidance, aiidr make us 
■W'alk in the way of i^irtue instead of m his destructive path. 

O Lord do not allow him entry info onr hearts, and even 
itear us do not provide tor him an abode 

And O Lord let us know the wrong that lie adurneth to 
tenlpt ns'; and when Thon hast informed usot it, be gracioosly 
pleased tO;|>iot<*ct us from it , a.nd show ns wheteby we may 
‘'aievise.,}tla»»s *bgftms€ him , and inform us of" thjit Avhioh ,we 
should prepiare f<u‘ him ; and rouse us from the nap of 
by lemming t'ow'ards him, and, reudm* ns 
against him.. . 
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O Lord imbue oui hearfiArith the rejection of his deeds, 
syid ^arjftoiqilf to ins m Jsrealijiiig Jfcn§ 4evice&» >- r - 

J Si'Ll 'C': '1 ‘ -• '• »? - 


I 


O LorcTlal^ss Mohammad and his A1 (famiW^, apd J^rn 
aAtl prevent him fiohi covetin2: to mislead 

* *'V. - * 

tSfe'^s Mohammad an3 hTs Kv 

oui fatheis, mofchet's, offspring, family membeis, kindred, 
lelations and neighbours, siieli as aie true believcis, vihetlier 
male or female be sheltered fiom tlie Devil in a strong forti- 
fication, a defensive stionghold and a comer of lefnge, «nd 
protect them fiom him with aimoin ol defence, and give 
them shaip weapon against him 


O Loid include in this prayei every one who has 
borne witness to Thy Godhead, and sincerely believed in Thy 
Unity, and abhorred Satan for Tliy sake, nitJi sinceiity ol 
devotion to Thee, and boeged of Thee help against him m 
learning divine sciences 

O Lord untie what he liath tied up, and open what he 
hath closed, and restiam him when he lialh resohed to act, 
and defeat what he hath detei mined 

O Loid rout his armj and annul his ireacliery and 
demolish his stionghold aud disgrace him 

O Lord j)lace us in the class of his enemies, and exclude 
us from the number of his friends, that we may not obey him 
when he allureth us, and may not answei him when ho 
calleth us , that we may command those who obey oui 
commands, to abhor him , and exliort such as listen to our 
advice, not to follow him. 

* 

O Lord bless Mohaumad the last of the prophets, 
and the chief of the apostles, and the members of his house, 
who are pu:fe and holy , and protect us and our people and 
brethren and all the true believers, male and female, from 
Satan’s mischief against which we ask protection ; and deliver 





as ^dOiv^itMl (f 4>y j^JJhee ; 

and aHd!gf«e ;p^^-wre 

have failed to bbi^in trough TfegM^aee/“antt •gttara for us 
wliat we have forgdtten , and mtroduQe us, thereby, into the 
olass of the pious and rank^f ,th^e^ behevers-Amen liord 
of the worlds ' " , ' 





18 His prayer when what he feared was averted, 
and when he too quickly obtained what he 
wanted 

be to Thee O Lord for the goodness of Thy decree 
and for what Thou didst avert from me, of calamity ! 

Therefore, let not my share of Thy mercy, consist in 
what Thou didst hasten to give me of Thy security, lest I 
should turn out unlucky in obtaining what I liked, and 
another prove lucky for what I disliked. 

And if what I enjoyed of this seouritv by day or night 
be destined to be followed by an everlasting calamity, and 
a perpetual penalty, then, be pleased to advance to me what 
Thou hast delayed, and keep back from me what Thou hast 
advanced ; 

For, whatever endeth in destruction is not great, and 
whatevei endeth in permanence is not little. 



\ A 






19. Prayer for ram after a droug^ht. 


O Lord satisfy us witli rain, and spread over us Thy 
mercy in the shape of abundant ran), issuing from the driven 
cloud, to make the earth put forth pleasing vegetation on 
all sides , 

And favour Thy servants by ripening the fruit, and 
revive Thy cities by the coming out ot buds 

And send Thy honourable angel messengers, from Thee, 
with rainclouds, ever beneficial, of far reaching abundance, 
of showers ample, quick, rapid, to revive, thereby, what is 
dead, and to restore what is lost, and to cause the crops to 
grow , and amplify, therewith, means of subsistence, — (send) 
clouds, dense, agreeable and wholesome, layer upon layer, 
spicading far and wide, accompanied by undeceptive lightninar 
and pregnant with unbroken showers. 

O Lord bless us with a rain causing the soil to bung 
foith vegetation, congenial, piofltabler vast and abundanti 
to help thereby the growing glass, and to restore to piospentv 
the naked soil. 

O Lord favour us with a ram wheieln Thou mayest 
cause tonents to issue from mountains, the wells to fill up, 
the rivers to flow, the plants to grow , the prices to go dowm 
in all countries, the beasts and othei creatures to thrive , and 
provide for us, thereby, abundance of pure food, and cause 
the tilled fields to bring forth for us, and let the breasts be full 
of milk, and add strength to our strength 

O Lord let not its shower over us be poisonous, noi let its 
cold be destructive to us, nor let its decent upon us be 
like a pelting with stones, nor make its water bitter to us 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and confer 
on us the blessings of the heavens and the earth: Verily, 
everything is within Thy power. 






^O. He prayetli tor excellence in morals 
and conduct. 


O Loi d I bless Mohammad and his family, and adrance my 
faih t6 the greatest perfection. 

And let my belief be the most excellent of beliefs. 

And cause my motive to be the best of resolutions and 
my conduct the best of ansctio. 

O Lord > prosper my good resolutions, r‘ - 

And establish my belief in Thee^- 

And reform with Thy powei w hat has become corrupted 
m me,2- 

O Lord ' bless Mohammad and Jus A1 (family), and 
grant to satisfy"* me in that, the care for which ke'eps me 
engaged. 

And cause me to perform those deeds concerning which 
Thou wilt question me to-morrow,^- 

And let my days be spent in that work for which Thou 
hast created me,® ; 

A.nd make me independent and provide me amply with 
Thy sustenance 

And do not let me be tempted by arrogance® (caused 
by wealth) 

And let me be honoured, but do not let me fall a prey 
to pride. 

1 That IS confirm my belief in Thy boundless power to reward the righteous and to 

punish the wicked in this would or tho next 

2 ao that it may^turn out acceptable to I hire ^ 

3 Lit* — Do for me t:hat etc 

4. 1 e the Day of judgment 

5. 1 e Thy service^ 

6. According to another reading *by aiglet'* i e do noi let me be tempted to see 

forbidden things 
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And cause me to adore Thee, and do iiotUet my adoration 
be spoiled with conceit 

And issue from my hands good to mankind and do not 
let it be undone with reproaches 

And give me excellent morals and save me from boasting. 

O Lord ’ bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and do 
not exalt me to any rank among men, unless Thou hast 
lowered me to an equal degree, in my own sight 

And cieite ioi me no outward respect, unless Thou hast 
ciciitad ior mean equal amount of humiliation in my spirit. 

O Lord I bless Mohammad and liis Al (family) and 
iavour me with a iighteous direction which T may not change 
(for another) and a right pith fiom whnh I may not go 
astraj, and a well guided motive which I may not doubt. 

And let me live as long as my lite is useful in serving 
Thee. 

So wdien my life becomes a pasture for Satan be pleased 
to call me back to Thee , b-atore Thy wrath advance towards 
me or Thy anger is fixed upon me 

O Lord ’ leave in me no culpable habit unreformed and 
no blime-woithy blemish unamended, and no imperfect 
excellence without bringing it to perfection, 

O Lord ^ bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and substi* 
tute lor me love in place of the enmity of the hostile, and 
fuendship for the envy ot the rebellious, and confidence for 
distrust of the virtuous, and kindness for the hatred of those 
that are near, and benevolence to kindred for theuj disobedience ; 
and assisstance for desertion of the near (relations) , and 
sincerity of regard for the love of the ceremoniously polite, 
and, good behaviour foi the repulsion of associates, and 
sweetness of peace for the bitterness of fear of tyrants. 

(1). Lit exprflMioii of obligfttioai with \vbi«li 1 rnty U rtproMh th# nwfiMt, 
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0 Lord ! bless Mohammad and has A1 (family), aiidr let 
me have power over him wh® has oppressed me, and an 
argument against him who. qmkrelled with me and victory 
over him who bote me ill-will. 

And grant me an artifice against him who deceived me, 
and poiver over him, who overpowered me, and make false the 
charge of him who impeached me, and rehe\e me from him 
who threatened me. 

n 

And give me grace t6 obey him who directed me to the 
right path and follow him who guided me (to it). 

O Lord ! bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and 
give me grace that I may behave with suiccie good-will to him 
who was insincere to me, and reward with goodness him who 
forsook me, arid repay liounteously hiui who disappointed me, 
and compensate with reunion him who separated me from 
him and make me to difter from him who did backbite me 
by speaking \\ell of him , and to return thanks for good and 
oveilook evil ; 

O Lord ^ bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and 
adorn me with the qualities of the righteous, and clothe me 
with the dress of the pious, in spreading justice and restrain- 
ing angei and quenching the*fire of ill-will and reuniting the 
scattered and making up the differences between men, and 
publishing goodness and hiding blemishes and lenience of 
tempeit and bending the kqee of humility* and beauty of 
conduct, cilmness of disposition «md agreeableness of 
(social) intercourse, and advancing towards excellence ; and 
adopting generosity and forbearing rebuke and showing 
kindness to the unwoithy, and speaking the ^ truth^- though 
difficult, and uiideriating personal good, however g/eat, of words 
or deeds , and overestimating peisonal evil, however small, 
of speech or act. 


t Nature, i 

* 1 e bcbaviDg towarde otl^rs with bomiUty and tieating them with respect 















i®^ 60 iA'Cas« 6 'e»e| 5 «SLjTj' 
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continual worship of Thee and attachment to the co mmun ity 
of the faithful' and let me withdraw from those who start 
innvoTations, and act upon self-invented judgments. 

0 Lord ! bless Mohaifimad and his A1 (family) and 
confer on me Thy most abundant sustenance when I grow 
old and infuse in me Thy moat righteous strength when I be 
fatigued. 

And do not allow mfe to grow lazy so as to keep away 
from Thy worship,, and do not let me l)e blind to Thy path 
nor allow me to Indulge in what is contrary to Thy love. 

Nor join him who has separated himself from Thee, nor 
let me keep aloof from him who has joined unto Thee. 

O Lord ! let me get strength from Thee in necessity, 
and apply to Theo, in need, and humbly entreat Thee in 
poverty and4o not let me be tempted to ask help of anv 
other than Thee, wlieu I am afflicted, nor to humbly entreat 
any other than Thee, when in need, nor to sujiphcate another 
besides Thee, when in fear, lest T should deserve, thereby, 
to be forsaken, rejected and despised by Thee, O most 
Merciful ! 

0 Lord ! let what Satan introduces into my heart, of 
desires, suspicion and envy, be a cause for remembrance of 
Thy greatness, contemplation of Thy power, and become 
plans against Thy enemy , and let what he make my tongue 
utter of indecent words nonsense raving abuse, false evidence, 
backbiting of an absent true-behever, or reviling one who 
IS present, and other things similar to these, be a speech in 
praise of Thee and an utterance of a eulogy to Thee, an absorp- 
tion in Thy glory, a thanks-giviiig for Thy favour, an acknow- 
ledgment of Thy goodness and an enumeration of Thy blessings. 

0 Lord I bless Mohammad and his A1 (femily), apd 
do not let me be oppressed while Thou liast power to ward 
off trouble from me, nor let me, oppress others whilst Thou 




hast authority to restrain me, nor go astray whilst it is 
possible for Thee to guide mo, nor grow poor whilst Thou 
hast powei to prosper me, noi grow rebellious<^> whilst my 
independence is from Thee. 

O Loid > seeking Thy forgiveness have I come, and at 
Thy pardon do I aim, and Thy forbearance do I long for, 
and in Thy kindness do I tiust, and I have not Muth me what 
would entitle me to Tliy foigiveness, noi (is there) in my 
actions what would make me deserve Thy pardon , I have 
nothing save Thy grace when I pass judgment upon myself, 
therefore, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and be kind 
upon me. 

O Loid ' make me speak with iighteousness , and suspire 
me with piety, and give me grace for what is most pure, and 
employ me in M'hat is most piaiseworthy. 

O Loid 1 make me v alk the most exemplary path, and 
let me live and die believing in Thee 

O Lord ' bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and bless 
me with fiugahty, and let me le of the people of righteousness , 
and of the guides to virtue, and of the pious servants, and 
grant me salvation at the last day and safety on the expected 
doox»t(<Ja,y. 

O Lord ' -.vact for Thyself fiom my soul whatevei may 
puiify it, and ju'esei those motives for my soul that may 
perfect it , for veiily my So-a] js liable to come to rum, unless. 
'Khou pieseive it. 

O Loid 'Thou art my shelter if I grow gad, and Thou 
ait my losouroe if I am in need and unto Thee I cry help, 
wlien deeply afflicted, and with Thee is lecompense for what 
IS lost, and lel^ormation foi what is coirupted,, and alteration 
for what Thou Jisapprovest * 

Theiefoie, favmi me with security before calamity, and 
bounty bef ore freggiUt (foi it) and right direction before 

(1) ^Ittdlgeirt‘acccrdiDg to aii»i;iier reading. 
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error and spare me from bearing the unpleasant doings of Thy 
ereabures, and grant me peace on the day of resurrection and 
fftyour me with handsome guidance. 

O Jjord ' bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and ward 
off (evil) from me with Thy grace, and nourish me with Thy 
blessing— and reform me with Thy graeiousness and cure me 
with rhy goodness and hide me in the shelter of Thy mercy 
and clothe me with Thy approbation, and help me, when 
matters grow dificult about mo, (to choose) the most iighteous 
of them, and when actions become dubious, (to select) the 
purest of them, and when the creeds conflict, (to adopt) the 
most praiseworthy of them, 

O Lord ' bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and crown 
me with suffloiency and adorn me with the grace of Thy love 
and grant me tiue guidance and do not tiy me with pros- 
perity and confer on me the beauty of comfort and do not 
make my life a succession of trials, and do not reject ray 
prayer with repulsion ; for, I do not recognize any as Thy 
rival, and I do not call upon any as Thy equal. 

O Lord ' bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and 
resr,ram me fiom evtrivagance and preserve my subsistence 
from waste and inciease my possessions by giving blessing 
therein and let me walk along the path of benevolence;®* in 
whatever I spend my (wealth). 

O Lord I bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and spare 
me the pain of earning, and give me livelihood without 
measure so that search (iftei ib) may not taka me away from 
Thy worship, and I may not have to bear the evil conse- 
quences of earning (wealth) by unfair means. 

O Lord ' therefore grant me by Thy power what I desire 
and protect me with Thy glory from what I fear. 

O Lord ’ bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and guard 
my honour with prospeiity and do not disgrace my dignity 

1. Aathority 

3* OnldMiM. 






with porerty, lest I beg of those who receive their living 
from l^e* and ask favour of the wicked an4 be tempted, 
thereby, to praise him who giveth me, and foil into dis- 
paraging him who denieth me ; while. Thou art above all of 
them the master of Bounty and Refusal. 

O Lord ! bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and give 
me accuracy in worship, and happiness in piety, and know- 
ledge in practice, and chastity in beneficence. 

O Lord ! let my term of existence end with Thy pardon, 
and verify my conduct* in expecting Thy mercy, and make it 
easy for me to win Thy approbation, and let m all circums- 
tances my actions be good. 

O Lord I bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and 
I emind me to adore Thee in times of neglect, and employ me 
in serving Thee in the days of leisure (intermission), and 
indicate for me an easy path to Thy love so that I may 
ibtain the good of this world and hereafter. 

O Lord ! bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) more than 
rhou didst bless any of Thy creatures before him, and more 
.han Thou wilt bless any one after him, and give us that 
vhich IS good in this world and the next, and graciously, 
iiotcct me from torment of the Eire. 

(ft) Hope« aeoording to ftn other reftdmg. 






21. His prayer wlien anytliixLg grieved him or a 
smise of error made him sad. 


O Lord, O Guardian of the weak mdividual, Thou who 
dost give protection against terrible things, errors have made 
me solitary, and there is no companion with me ; and I am 
weakened by Thy wrath, so there is none to support me ; and 
I have become sensible of the dread of meeting Thee, so there 
is none to pacify my apprehension, and none who can 
remove my fear when Thou hast thi eatened me ; and who 
can support me when Thou hast made me solitary, and who 
can strengthen me when Thou hast weakened me. 

O Lord, there is no one to give shelter to the creatures, 
but the Creator; and no one can give refuge to the weak, 
hut the strong ; and no one helps to win the object sought for, 
except the seeker and in Thy hv.nd my Lord, are all these 
moans of assistance, and with Thee, is shelter and refuge 
Therefore, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and protect 
me in my escape and fulfil my desire 

O Lord if Thou tuinest away from me I'hy gracious 
countenance, + and withholdest from me Thy magnificent 
bounty, or keepest back from me Thy sustenance, or cutest off 
from me Thy conneetion, I shill find no way to realize 
any ob3ect of my hope without Thee , and shall have no power 
over what is with Thee, with the help c f any other than Thee ; 
for, verily, I am Thy servant and in Thy power, and my 
forelock is in Thy hand, I have no command side by side, 
with Thine ; effective in me is Thy command • 


X ^'The taming a vay of countenftQoe” denotes displeasure Therefore, the 
only meant, *lf Thou be angry with me,’ without anv pbytioal tignificance being intended* 

• The text readi — ^ 

*^lfasin fly a amroka.” 
ef Qaani — 

Thy command it info roe in all thmgt, ^ust at the blood runt within the yelni oy 
the eonl intide the body, T, 





aufS.^aTd^v5 a2^\^ica\:5iSA:^i^:. 
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Thy decree concerning me 3ust. I ha\e no strength 
to go out of Thy kingdom, nor can I pass beyond Thy power , 
nor can I attract Thy love, win Thy approbation, nor obtain 
what is with Thee, except by serving Thee and by Thy 
gracious indulgence. 

My Lord, I rose in the morning and brought the day to 
a close, being all the while Thy humble creature, having no 
power either to benefit or injure my soul, but through Thee ; 
I bear this witness against my soul and acknowledge the 
weakness of my strength and the scarcity of my means. 

Therefoie, fulfil what Thou hast promised me ; and 
accomplish for me what Thou hast given me 

For, veiily, I am Thy servant meek, humble, weak, 
miserable, contemptible, despicable, insignificant, needy, 
timid and seeking shelter. 

O Lord bless Alohammad and his Al (family), and do 
not let me foiget to remember Tliee, because of what Thou 
hast given me , nor lot me neglect Thy goodness in conferring 
blessings upon me , and let me not be hopless concerning 
Thy acceptance of me, although Thuu mayest delay lielping 
me, uo mvttei il I be in pios.peuty, or poverty, or hardship oi 
comfort, or safety, or calamity, or privation, or opulence, oi 
wealth, or indigence, or misery or happiness. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and Ills Al (family), and let me 
bless, praise and thank Thee, in all my circumstances, so 
that I may not be too glad over what Thou hast given me of 
this world, nor too sorry for what Thou hast denied me of it , 
and inspire my heart with Thy fear , and eiftploy my liody 
in what Thou wouldst accept from me , and engage my soul 
in Thy service, disregaidmg every thing that happens to me, 
so that I may not like anything that Thou dishkest, nor 
dislike anything that Thou likest. 
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O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and empty 
my heart (of everything) for Thy love, and engage it in 
remembering Thee, and exalt it with fear of Thee and dread 
of Thee, and strengthen it with longing towards Thee, 
and incline it towards Thy obedience, and more it in the path 
most loved by Tiiee", and let it, throughout the days of my 
life, soften with a longing for what is with Thee ; and let fear 
of Thee, be my provision, on my 3 onrney from this world , 
and let my departure be towards Thy meicy and iny entry 
into Thyapprohation. 

And let my abode be m Thy Paradise, and grant me 
strength whereby I may bear all things approved by Thee. 

And let my flight be towards Thee ; and my longing foi 
what IS with Thee , and clothe my heart with abhorrence of 
Thy « icked creatures, and grant me love for Thee and for Thy 
friends and Thy servants 

And do not put me under obligation to any wicked 
person or infldel, nor let him be favoured by me, nor 
let me have need of him . 

Nay let the calmness of my mind, and the comfort of 
my soul, and my independence, and my self-sufficiency be 
trom Thee and from Thy righteous creatures 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and let me be 
their companion, and make me their supporter ; and favour 
me with a desire for Thyself , and give me grace to do for Thy 
sake what Thou lovest and approvest 

Verily, everything is under Thy power, and this is easy 
for Thee I 




^ejS'iP5'55£d.5¥c>i’^Ji<:§»5a'^ 



108 

Hi8 p»y«r ia liardaliipft and diAculties. 

O Lord, Thou hast required of my soul the performance 
of that over which Thou hast more power than I ; and 
Thv authority over it and me is stronger than mine 

Therefore, let me have that from my soul which would 
please Thee with me, and take from my soul what would 
satisfy Thee, in peace and safety 

O Lord I hare no strength for toil, nor patience in time 
of trial, nor power to bear poverty Therefore, do not deprive 
me of my sustenance, and do not cause me to rely upon Thy 
creatures — nay, let Thyself satisfy my need, and undertake 
to provide for iu^> watch over me, in all my affairs 

For, verily, if Thou entrust me to my heart • I shall be 
humbled by it, and shall fail to perform that, wherein lies its 
good . 

And if Thou make me over to the care of Thy creatures, 
they will frown at me ; and if Ihou dost consign me to my 
kindred they will disappoint me, and if they give anything 
to me at all, they will give little, reluctantly, and will 
reproach me long and will often dispraise me. 

Therefore, with Thy bounty, O Lord make me mdependent; 
and with Thy glory make me prosperous ; and with Thy 
abundance make me rich ; and supply my need from what is 
with Thee. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and deliver 
me from envy, and restrain me from sms, and check me from 
doing things forbidden, and do not let me be encouraged in 
disobedience, and let my longings be ’ with Thee and my 
satisfaction m what cometh to me from Thee ; and bless me 
in what sustenance Thou hast given me, and in what Thou 
hast conferred upon me, and m what Thou hast favoured 
me with : , 


* Tke Mftt of pMtioa^ «mblt on and denret. 
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And let me be, in all my circumstances, preserved, 
guarde^ defended, covered, protected, sheltered and secure. 

CrtiOrd*bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and 
me to dischfrge all Thou hast imposed upon me, and wb«t 
Thou hast required me to do for Thyself, by way of duty due 
unto Thee, Or for the bene&; of any one of Thy creatures : 

V ♦ 

And if jny body be too weak for it, any my strength be 
too small for it, and my power fail to attain it, and my pro- 
perty and possessions fail to suffice for it, whether I remember 
it or have forgotten it, and it be from among that which 
Thou hast reckoned against me, and I have no remembrance 
of it in mjf consciousness, then enable me to discharge it 
with Thy magnificent bounty, and abundance of what 
18 with Thee,* — for, verily, ample means are with Thee, and 
Thou art generous . — so that there may not remain with 
me anything, whereby Thou mayest desire to deduct from my 
good deeds, or multiply my evil ones, on the day I meet Thee, 

0 my Bustainer ! 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family; and favour 
me with a liking to serVe Thee for my (good) hereafter, till 

1 feel its truth in my mind, and till piety prevails over me in 
this Vrorld, and till I do good deeds willingly, and lemam safe 
from evil on acconnt of dread and terror 

And favour me with a light, with which I may walk 
among men, obtain guidance in darkness, and enlighten 
myself in doubt and uncertainties. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and give 
me dread of the threatened punishment, and longing for the 
promised reward, till I actually get a foretaste of the pleasure 
of what 1 pray Thee for, and of the pain of what I seek Thy 
protedtrlil& i^om. 

s 

O Load, wily* T^hou knowest what is proper ^r me, in 
the affairs of this world and the next ; therefore, grant the 
fulfilment of iny needs. 
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O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (fami\j), and favour 
me what is just, when I fail to thank Thee, for what 
Thou didst confer on me, in prosperity, and poverty, and 
health and sickness , till I feel in my soul the comfort of 
approbation and satisfaction of my conscience with what 
is due unto Thee, in all things that happen in time of 
fear, and peace, and pleasure, and anger, and haraiV 
benefit. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and favour 
me with freedom of my bieast from envy, till I envy nop^e 
of Thy creatures for any thing of Thy bounty ; and till I sec 
none of Thy favours on any of Thy creatures, in any matter 
sacred, or secular, or peace, or piety, or power or prosperity, 
but expect for myself better than these throi^gh Thee and 
from Thee Thou ait alone, having no partner ! 

O Lord bless Mohammad and Al (his family), and give 
me security from faults, and safety from errors, in 
this world and hereafter, in case of satisfaction and dis- 
pleasure , till I be in respect to whatever happens unto me 
thereby, in an even st£fte of mind,— working in obedience to 
Thee, preferring Thy approbation to everj thing else, in dealing 
with friends and enemies , till my Onemy be safe from my 
oppression and tyranny, and ray friend giveth up all hope 
of my partiality and of debasement of my passions - 

And let me be of those who invoke Thee ‘ sincerely, in 
prosperity, as do the afdicted in time of their supplication. 
Verily Then art praiseworthy and great 1 
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He i^rayet]! for sftfoty, and for^race'to 
return tlxanks for tlie same 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and clothe 
H^e with Thy safety, and honor me m ith Thy safety, and guard 
m© with Thy safety, and make me independent with Thy 
safety, and bestow on me as alms Thy safety, and favour me 
with Thy safety, and spread out for me Thy safety, and make 
Thy safety auitable to me, and do not interpose distance 
between me and Thy safety, either in this world or the next. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and grant 
me a safety, suflicient, healing, exalted, growing , and a safety 
that would create safety in my body ; a safety of this world 
and the next : 

And favour me with health, and security, and peace, in 
my faith and body ; and insight in my mind , and success in 
my affairs , and fear of Thee and dread of Thee ; and powei to 
jiei form what Thou hast commanded, for Thy service; and 
avoidance of what Thou hast forbidden me to do. 

My God I O Lord always give me, grace to perform the 
Hajj ^ and the Omrah,^ and to visit the tomb of Thy 
prophet — Thy blessings on him, and Thy mercy and favours 
on him and his A1 (family) — and tombs of the A1 (family) 
of Thy apostle, peace be on them, as long as Thou keepest 
me alive, in my present year and every future year : 

And let this be accepted, approved, remembered by Thee 
and stored up by Thee. 

And let my tongue utter Thy praise. Thy thanks, Thy 
remembrance and a handsome eulogy upon Thee : 

And enlarge my mind for receiving directions (for the 
acceptance) of Thy faith : 


The great pilgrimage. 
3 the lewer pilgrimage. 









And protect me and my offspring from the Devil, 
tlie one who was diiven away with stones, and from the 
mischief of venemous and stinging^ creatures, and the vulgar*"^ 
and the mean , and tiom the mischief of every obstinate devil , 
and from the mischief of eveiy malicious king ; and from the 
miscliief of enviou« and haughty nchmen , and from the 
miscliief of the \^eak and the strong, the highland the low, 
the great and the small, tlie nigh and the distant , and from 
the mischief of every one of the genu or mankind, who 
insisted upon fighting against Thy Apostle or tlie people of his 
house , ami from the evil ol eveiy creature that moveth on the 
earth, and whose forelock is held by Thee Verily, Thou art 
on the right path 

O Lord, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and who- 
ever intendeth to wiong me, turn Inm away from me and ward 
oil from me his device, and le^iel from me his evil, and put (the 
noose of) his fraud around Ins own neck,^ and place before him 
a liairier till Thou makost blind his eye fiom seeing me, and 
delean hrs eai that he may not hear of me, and lock up his 
mind when about to think ot me, and render his tongue dumb 
concerning me, and ciush his head and disgrace his dignity, 
and break his piide, and humble his neck, and demolish his 
gi eatiiess,"^ and leader me sate fiom all his mischief, evil, 
backbiting, talebearing, slandei, envy, malice, toils, traps, 
and his foot soldieis and cavalry 

Verily, Tliou art jiossessor of glory and power ^ 

1 The word hammah mcUidcs all sorts of Jitiiies that bite or sting* T, 

2 nHj rt verse Ins fi and around his own neck Cf I nrn the tables upon him , let 

bun be caught ni his own ti ip, T 

3 Powot 







84. His inrayer for his parents, peace be on tbem ! 

O Lord bless Mohammad, Thy servant and Thy apostle, 
and the holy people of his house ; and peculiarly distinguish 
them, with the best of Thy favour, mercy, blessings and 
peace • 

And distinguish, O Lord, my parents* with excellence 
near Thee, and grace from Thee O most merciful ' 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and 
acquaint me by inspiration with the knowledge of what is due 
unto them from me , and collect for me the complete know- 
ledge of all this , and cause me to act according to whaf Thou 
didst reveal to me, by inspiration , and give me grace to 
penetrate into such of this knowledge as TJiou didst teach me, 
till I omit to peifoim nothing Thou hast taught me , and do 
not let my limbs grow heavy (so as to prevent them) from the 
discharge of what Thou didst reveal unto me 

O Lord bless Moliammad and his A1 (family) as Thou 
hast exalted us w'itli him , and favoui Mohammad and his A1 
(family) as Thou hast given us claims upon Thy creation, 
because of him * 

And make me fear my parents as I would fear a despotic 
monarch, and love them with the tenderness of an indulgent 
mother • 

And let my obedience to my parents, and my beneficence 
to them, be sweeter to my eyes than sleep is to the drowsy, 
and cooler to my breast than drinking water is to the thirsty ; 
till I give preference to their wishes over mine,* and precedence 
to the satisfaction of their needs over mine « 


Hit father was Hazrat Imam Hnsain, the grandson of ihe Proplet and his mother 
Hatrat 8hhr Bano, the deiight^r of Yizdjird the last pagan roler of Ferti^. 
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And let me over-value their benevolence to me, even in 
small things ; and undei-valiie my l)enefloence'to them, even 
in great things 

O Lord let me lower my voice foi them, .iiul let my 
speech he agreeable to them, and soften my condnot towards 
them, and let my heart be kind to them, and make in^* tendei 
and lenient unto them both 

O Lord reward them for bringing me up, and i ('compensc 
them for lovmg and guard thorn as they gua ded mo in 
my infancj. 

O Lord and uhatovei pain they may liave recanvod Irom 
me, or whatevei disjiloasurc may have been caused to them 
by me, or whatever duty owed to them was left unpoi formed 
by me, let that be a paidon of tlieii sins and an exaltation of 
their lank and an addition to then good deeds, O Thou who 
dost change evil deeds into multiplied good deeds ' 

O Lord and that speech in which they were unpist to me, 
or that action in which they weie extiavagant against me, or 
such of my claims as they tailed to satisfy, oi such debts as 
they failed to dischaige ; verily, I forgive it to them, and 
favour them thereuitli and I turn unto Thee with a view to 
removing the penalty thereof from them 

Por, venlj , T do not accuse them falsely of having done 
something to my hurt, nor do I deem them negligent 
m doing good to me, iioi do 1 despise the caie they took of me 
O Lord ! 

Because, tlien claim upon me is so great,’^ and their 
benevolence to me so magnificent, 2 and I am so highly obl)|^dv 
to them, that I can not fairly meet it, nor repay them as they 
deserve. 


1. Lit. compnlBory 
2 Lit prior in time* 
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O my Godi tow can I repay them for their tedious 
employment in^-hringing. me up ! And lor theic tard^ labour 
in gui^din^ me t And $cnt their' sOlf-deifbtl to layisb^'^iiilidrt 
upon me 1 Alfts I! Alas !1 (I, cannofr.) , 

Their claim can never be satisfied by me, nor can I 
perceive ^wlu^ , is frcwn me unto them, nor ea^n -I lully 
discWrge the duty o? serving them ' 

Therefore, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and 
help me O best of all those whose assistance is solicited, 
and give me grace O greatest of guides towards u'hom 
men turn, and do not let me Be of those who wronged their 
fathers and mothers, on the day wherein “ every soul shall be 
paid what it hath merited, and they shall not be treated with 
injustice, ” t 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and his 
descendants, and peculiarly distinguish my patents, with the 
best distinctions which Thou hast conferred upon the fathers 
and motheia of Th^ t<ue believing servants, O most 
merciful ' 

O Lord do not let ma foiget to remember them after my 
hamaz (the regular prayers) and at every time of my night, 
and at every hour of my day. 

O God bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and forgive 
me for the sake of my praj ers for them, and grant a sure 
pardon to them because of their goodness to me , 

And be perfectly satisfied with them through my 
intei cession for them , and bring them by Thy mercy into 
places of safety *. 

O God if Thy pardon for them has preceded* (my prayers) 
then make them intercessors for me , and if Thy pardon for 


i 'ilie qtaoUtion u from th& Quran Chapter III Veree 5. 
* Abode of happmeei. 
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me has preceded (Thy forgiving them) then make me an 
intereoeeDf for them ; so that we may be gathered together by 
Thy menay in thp ^ace of Thy grace, and the place, Thy 
pardtm and mercy : 

For, ■verily. Thou art the one whose munificence is great, 
and whose kindness is eternal, and Thou art the most meroifa] i 




S’'’ 











86. His prayer for his ofbpnng. 

0 oWjlge me by sparing from death my issue, and 
by edueiiting them for me, and by blessing me. with them. 

My God prolong then lives for me, and increase for me 
their terms of existence, and bring up for me those of tender 
years, and strengthen for me the weak ones, and heal foi me 
their bodies, faith and morals, and let them be safe in soul 
and body and in everything I am anxious about concerning 
them, and let their sustenance flow into my hand, and let 
them be virtuous, pious, able to see and hear, obedient unto 
Thee, and lovers and well-wishets of Thy friends, and to all 
Thy enmnies hostile and malicious. Amen ! 

O Lord strengthen my arm with them, and straighten 
vith them my crookedne.ss. 

And enlarge my number + because of them, and 
.dorn my society with them, and keep my memory alive 
y means of them, and nake them tike care of my affairs in 
ly absence, and help me with them to satisfy my need, and 
it them love me, and be kind unto me favourable, faithful 
bedient, not disobedient, nor wicked, nor adverse nor guilty. 

And help me in training them, educating them and in 
>ing good to them, and grant me from Thee male descendants 
nong them, and let this be a benefit to me, and let them 
i my helpers in whatever I ask of Thee, and protect me 
id my o&pring from the Satan, the stoned one.* 


t fudly* 

♦ VId# thi Quran, Chapter XV Verrat 30 —39 

Hn (Ood) laid, Begone hence j Thou art a Honed one," , 

He ISatan) eaidy O my Lord I respite me till the day when ^an ehall be 
raised from the dead ** 

He (Ood) laid, wHl then of the reepited ehalt Thou be iiU the day of the pro- 
distilled 

He (Satan) eaid,... 'Mwill surely b^ile them all/^ 

II BedwHl*s 9r^ 




For, verily, Thou didst oreato-'W, and command us, and 
put prohibitions upon us, and encourage us with the reward 
for doiag'Whai Thou ididstoontmand, ond didst threaten' us 
with puuishtni§Ht for disobedience ; and Thou hast msde him 
our enemy-'who deceiveth us ; Thou hast given him dominion 
over sdfUe part of us ; while over the similar part of him, 
Thou hast not given us, dominion : Thou hast established 
him in our breasts, and made him run through our blood- 
passages ; he IS not careless even if we are careless, and he doth 
not fcarget if we forget ; he maketh us feel- secure from Thy 
torment, and threateneth us with (the punishment of some 
one) other thau Thee ; if we jntend some glaring sin, he 
encourageth us in it , if we intend to do any good thing he 
hindereth us ; he ezposeldi to us irresistible appetites, apd 
raiseth for us doubts ; if he maketh promises to us he lieth, 
and if he holdeth out hopes to us he disappointeth us; add if 
rhou do not turn away from us his cunning, he shall 
mislead us ; and if Thou do not guard us from his corruption, 
ie shall cause us to err 

Therefore, O Lord overthrow his authority over us With 
Chy power, till Thou completely restrain him from Us owing 
o our diligent prayer to Thee, so that, we may pass out of the 
ower of his cunning into the group of those defended by 
’hee. 

O liord grant me all my desires, and satisfy my needs, and 
0 not refuse fne Thy answer, whilst Thou hast given surety 
jr it to me ; and do not keep ofiF my prayer from Thee, while 
hou hast 1 equired it of me , • arid favour me with all that 
hich will do me good m this world and the next, whatever 
remember of it, and whatever I have forgotten, or expressed 
• concealed, or revealed or withheld ; and let me be (by my 
iploring Thee alone) of the righteous, of those who 
e successful in applying to Thee, of those* who are 
ideprived because of their trust in Thee, of those who are 


* The referenos is to the following Vene of the Qnrsn Chap XL, verse 62 t — 
XTilooni astajib lakum^ i, e. call upon me, X will hearken, T, 






For, verily, Thou didst oreate^'isst and command us, and 
pat prohibitions upon us, and encourage us with the reward 
for doiAg'-what didst command, ^ud, didst ttnreaiem' us 
with pum^Tft^nt for disobedience ; and'l?hon hastt' made him 
our enemy* ^o-deceiveth us ; Thou hast given him dominion 
over some part of lis ; while over the similar part of 'him. 
Thou hast n<^ given us, dominion : Thou hast estahiished ' 
him m' bur breasts, and made him run through our blood- 
passages ; he is not careless even if we are careless, and he doth 
not forget if we forget; he maketh us feel secure from Thy 
torment, and threateneth us with (the punishment of some 
one) other than Thee; if we intend some glaring sin, he 
encourageth us in it ; if we intend to do any good thing he 
hind«*eth us ; he exposeth to us irresistible appetites, apd 
raiseth for us doubts , if he maketh promises to us he lieth, 
and if he holdeth out hopes to us he disappointeth us; and if 
Thou do not turn away from us his cunning, he shall 
mislead us ; and if Thou do not guard us from his corruption, 
he shall cause us to err 

Therefore, O Lord overthrow his authority over ns With 
Thy power, till Thou completely restrain him from us owing 
to our diligent prayer to Thee, so that, we may pass out of the 
power of his cunning into the group of those defended by 
Thee. 

O- Lord grant me all my desires, and satisfy my needs, and 
do not refuse me Thy answer, whilst Thou hast given surety 
for it to me ; and do not keep off my prayer from Thee, while 
Thou hast i equired it of me , * arid favour me with all that 
which will do me good in this world and the next, whatever 
I remember of it, and whatever I have forgotten, or expressed 
or concealed, or revealed or withheld ; and let me be (by my 
imploring Thee alone) of the righteous, of those who 
are successful in applying to Thee, of those who are 
undeprived because of their trust in Thee, of tliose who are 


« Tbe referenoi is to the following Verse of the Qnrsn Chap XL» verse 62 t>- 
ydooni astajib laknm* e. cal! upon nie» X will haarken, T, 
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aecttstomed to seek shelter in Thee, of those \Hio are benefitted 
by their bargains with Thee, of those who take refuge in Thy 
majesty, of those who have abundance of lawful 8uste|iance 
conferred on them by Thy boundless kindness, Thy bounty 
and generosity ; of those who are exalted to honour from dis* 
grace by Thee ; of those who seek shelter from tyranny m 
Thy justice ; of those who are safe from calamity with Thy 
grace ; of those who are raised to prosperity from .poverty by 
Thy endless wealth ; of those who are protected from sins and 
slips and error by fear of Thee, of those who have "race for 
goodness and virtue and righteousness owing to their obedience 
to Th.ee : of tliose having a barrier between them and sms 
because of Thy power , of those who renounce all disobedience 
to Thee ; of those who dwell in Thy neighbourhood 

O Lord grant us all this with Thy grace and mercy, and 
protect us from the torment of Hell ; and favour all the 
Moslems men and women, and the true believers male and 
female with the like of what I have begged of Thee for myself 
and my ofiEspring, in the present world and the future ; Verily, 
Thou art nigh, answering, hearing, knowing, overlooking, 
forgiving, compassionate and merciful - 

And confer on us good in this world and the next, and 
guard us from torment of the Fire. 






^^7. A for l^optopa of jtlie 

l^ra^liCdhimmi^ ^Al (familf) and l^ify 


txo^ien 'ivlth /Thy ^Majesfy, af|d sttffpqfr1» ilieir 
di^lOdNs wiSi ibrdagth, and lavii^ on them oat o{ 


^ess Idoham / nad and. his ’Ai (famil/^ and'm* 
oroase th^r numbw, and sharpen their nreapons, add guard 
th^ surroundings, and protect their environs, and keep their 
emnpany united, and regulate their business, and let their 
(irapi^lj of) provisions be uninterrupted, and Thyself alone 
lo<A after their affairs, and strengthen them with victory and 
h^p them with fortitude, and be kind in devhsng stratagem 
fbr^hem. 


O Lord bless Mohammi^ and his ’Al (family), and make 
them* know -whkt tj^^are ignorant of, and teaoh them what 
they do not know, and show them what they do not see. 

O Ijord bless Mohammad and his ’Al (family), and make 
^Lem'Jorget, when they meet the enemy, the remembermiee 
of their worldly concerns which are superlatively deceptive 
and>vain ;3nd obliterate from their mind the reminiscences 
of tempting wealth, and let the Paradise be opposite their 
eyes, and reveal to iheir vision what Thou hasttprovidad 
therein, of everlasting mansions and abodes of bliss, and 
beau^ful fiooris, and rivers in which various sorts of drinks 
flow, and trees laden with varieties of fruit, so that none of 
tlM^,hiay anxiously think of turning his back, nor may hk 
■0^ suggest to him to flee from his antagonist. 

O Lord by this means defeat their evenly, and cut off 
their nails, aud eveate separation betwmn themr and their 
weapons, and root out firmness from their hearts, and intea^ 
pofOjdj^iapQehQtuseM^mdudtlmk aadp«^l^kx 

and tihem astray from the dheet 





OOttrse and out off from them reinforcement, and diminish 



frualr»tl>> ;iri/^ their diffnawee, th.e amhi^ei^s of^th^ after 
thdim”'*'^ ^ ' ' * vi» *f ' ' * ^ ' . . 

.'^j^jlill^^d^^^barrett tglm wombs of their wcwpi^h.^d 
make diy the loins of their men and stop the breeding of fl^ir 
bei|ei^ apdj.oattle 4 nmther Jot tb[pir sky rain, nnr lettheji^ eajrtti 
put 'forth vegetation, and strengthen thereby O liord ’the 
pqifer,.?*? Jihe Iddljems, and foTtii^ tlJefr Cities* and multiply 
their wealth and relieve them from fighting for Thy wor- 
ship * 'and from their (duties, of) defence to commune with 
Thee In solitude ; ‘till notm be ador^ in regions of the earth 
except Thee, and no forehead be^aeed on the dust foromy 
oh^lThce. ' ■ * ' 

* 

0 liprd'^ht'at every frontter nf the Koslexns against 
such of the pagans as are adjacent to them, and reinforce 
theW'Witb'hosts angels, from Thee, till theinfidles be didven 
to the extremity of land ; be either killed in Thy earth and 
oaptnreil* 01^ they acknowledge that Thou art Ood, there is no 
God but Thee ; Thou art alone having no partner! 

O Lord include in this (reqn^) Thy '-enemies 'in the 
different countries of India, Borne (Greece), Turkistan, £.hars, 
Abyssinia, Nubia, Zanaibar, Sidly, and (dCuntry oQ<the 
La^ipnites, and all other pagan nations whose names and 
desogi p tio iw . are uuknowii, and Thou hast, -esEhii^tiv^SMMab- 
ed,them with Thy knowledge and art informed of them by 
Thy-pn^. * ^ 

9 Lord 'engage the infidles withjnfidles so as to prevent 
th^ hmm comihg into ccntpst and 

affllmt thnppi with deQrease to restrain^them Imm i^rjng the 

MSian^p -mtd by -Stlm 






. ^ O deprive » he&riiii of (ttie feeling of) seoftritv, 

OT tnols, and render their limos toO weak to fl^twim 
l9a|«^iddien, and terrify them so aa to kera away froaa <eom* 
tlier hrnve. a»d raise ^iast th^ d host of 
armed with one of Thy torments, like what thou didst on the 

4ay out off thereby their root, add -reap off th«ir 

pbmpand toatter thelvgathering. 


' ' 't 

«' 0 Lord idtix their waters with pestffeoee, a^ • th^r'IhMk 
with diseases ; and afflict the soil of their cities with sinking, 
a^^tot them be amply pelted with missiles, and vMt them 
Ttdfm'drdnghts, and place their sustenance in the most barren 
regions of Thy earth, and farthest removed from them, and 
t^ most inaocessible of regions to them j® and afflict tli^n 
with perpetual hunger, and painful distemper. 


0)Xord, md whatever warrior of Thy' faith fights with' 
them, or soldier from among the followers of Thy Iaws wages 
whar pn them, in order to exalt Thy faith, and strengthen Thy 
fost, and amplify Thy share, then be pleased to give him 
aoility, and Supply him with means, and aid him with BU<Soess, 
and'ohoose foi^ him comrades, and strengthen his back, and 
confer on him abundance of provisions, and bless him with 
happiness apd. qinmch in him the fire of (wordly) desires, and 
deliver him from sadness of solitude, and make him forget the 
remembrance^ of family and offsping, and bless him with 
atrrighteocw intention, and guard him with safety, and let 
peace be his companion, and protect him from cowardice, and 
inspire him with courage, and give him hardipqss, and assist 
him with victory, and teach him (vlrtnou^ ways and practiceli, 
and guide him in command, and cast off from him ostentation: 
and: deliver him from aiming at puWioity-; and let hia.thoagliitr^ 
his speech, his moving and his staying be in Thee, and for 
T|iee: 


And whmi he meets Thy enemy mad his, then cause them 
to tipalnish'iii hfs sight, and degrade thbir pomp ht^his mitffl} 
apd give him power over them, and do not give them power 
efeisMng^'^' ** ' 'v# ^ , 


l ii fc# wftrty. 

aXbcsiiitfaumwarMD a, saaPMua sbs xmimd is wsmi is* tatar 
a»A iMqr an twailr ■eaalMb to IhM*. 
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And 4^ Ihou will'll) terminate his career in bliss, and 
decree for him' martyrdom, then let it be after he has uprooted 
Thy enemy by slaughter, and after he has accomplished his 
e£fortft.in capturing them, and after the Moslem boundaries 
hare become safe, and after Thy enemy has turned his back, 
and is routed. 

O Lord and -whatever Moslem succeeds a warrior or 
guards in his house ; or looks after those left behind, in his 
absence ; or helps him with a portion of his property ; or 
assists him with provisions ; or encourages him to fight for 
faith ; or follows him in his undertaking, by inviting (others 
to joine him ;* or guards his honour in his absence ; then, be 
pleased to reward the latter like the former, weight for 
weight, and bulk for bulk ; and recompense him for his deed 
with an immediate compensation, whereby he may quickly 
gain the benefit of what he advanced, and the pleasure of 
what he performed, till time bring him to what Thou hast 
prepared for him out of Thy Grace, and provided for him out 
of Thy Bounty. 

And whatever Moslem felt sad for the cause of Islam and 
its followers, and grew sorry at the gathering of pagans against 
them, and therefore resolved to fight, or determined to wage 
religious war, but weakness compelled him to sit down, or 
poverty delayed him, or some occurrence detained him from 
it, or some obstruction made its appearance side by side with 
his resolution, be pleased O Lord to write down his name, 
among the devout, and entitle him to the reward of those who 
fought for faith, and place him in the rank of martyrs and the 
righteous. 

O Lord bless Mohammad, Thy Servant and Thy Apostle, 
and his *A1 (family) with a blessing far exalted above other 
blessings, far superior to compliments, having ^no limit to its 
duration, no termination to its numbers, like the most 
perfect of Thy favours on any of Thy friends ; Verily Thou 
art the most Praiseworthy Giver, the Originator, the Repeater 
the Best doer of what Thou wiliest. 


* It may aliO mean by praying for him. 











28 . He crietli out for assistance to the 
Almighty God. 

0 Lord I have sincerely turned unto Thee by cutting 
myself off from others, and have come into Thy presence with 
i^y whole (soul), and have turned away my face from him 
who is in need of Thy bounty, and have withdrawn my request 
from him who is not independent of Thy favour, and have 
discovered that the application of the needy to the needy is 
foolish and an error of reason ; for many a man have I seen 
O Lord, who applied for honour to another than Thee and tras 
disgraced ; and aimed at prosperity through some one else 
besides Thee, and was reduced to want ; and strove for exalta- 
tion, and was humbled So that a cautious man reformed 
himself by observmg their example : tor his taking heed 
benefited him and his choice directed him in the path of 
righteousness. 

A.nd Thou, O my Master, art the one of whom favors are 
requested by me in preference to all others to whom petitions 
are made and Thou, of all those to whom people address their 
prayers, art the satisfler of my need ; my petition is particular- 
ly directed to Thee in preference to every one else who is 
prayed to. 

1 do not associate with Thee any one, in my hope ; and 
none is united with Thee in my prayer, nor does my supplica- 
tion include any other than Thee. To Thee alone my Lord 
belongeth (the absolute) unity of number, ^ and the exercise 
of eternal authority, and the excellence of power and strength, 
and the rank of exaltation and diginity : 

And every one besides Thee, is an object of pity through- 
out his life, subordinate in his affair, a subject as regards his 
condition, changing in his circumstances, altering in qualities . 
But Thou art far exalted above having similars and opposites, 
and far more glorious than havmg peers and equals ; therefore 
Thou art Holy ; there is no God but Thee. 

(1) is in the oato of others the unity is only reU^ve as for Instaneas the unity 
of the indiyidnal in relation to the species. 





89. His prayer, wlien in straiglitened 
circumstances. 

O Lord -Torily TboU' didst try us in our< means of support 
when we failed to trust Thee ; and iu the length of eur lives 
with far-reaching hopes ; till we sought for Thy sustenance, 
from reoeipients of sustenance and oiir expectations made 
us covet the age of those havmg longevity. 

Therefore bless Mohammad and his ’A1 (family) and grant 
us a sincere faith whereby to deliver us from the toil of 
earning a living, and inspire us with pure conMence whereby 
to protect us- from the hardships of fatigue : 

And let what Thou hast explained of Thy promises, iu 
Thy revelation, reinforced with Thy oath, m Thy Book, be a 
perfect check to our anxiety about livelihood which Thou 
hast imdertaken to provide^, and restrain us from undertaking 
to secure that, a sufficiency of which Thou hast guaranteed : 

Bor, Thou hast said, and Thy saying is right - and most 
true ; and sworn, and Thy oath is most righteous and faithful 
(saying), “ And in the sky is your subsistence and wh^t^ou 
have been promised,” and Thou hast added, “And by the 
Lord then of heaven and earth* itf is as true as that you 
speak.” 


t The qnotfttion is from the Qaran Chapter 51 veniift 22 and 23. 

Thu oath la meant for the eonflrmation of troth, ae you are wont to confirm 
thiagi among yonmelvea by an oath. 







80. He prayeth for lielp m repaying debt. 

0 Lord bless Mobammad and his ’A1 (family), and give 
me security from a debt, which causes my countenance to 
fade, and on account of which my wits are confounded, and 
)y reason of which my mind is perplexed, and owing to uni* 
brm continuance of which my toil is prolonged. 

1 seek Thy protection O Lord, against the sadness of 
debt and its care, and anxiety of debt and its sleeplessness ; 
therefore bless Mohammad and his ’A1 (family) and protect 
me from it : and of Thee do I seek deliyeranoe from its disgrace 
in this life, and penalty after death ; therefore bless Mohammad 
and his ’A1 (family), and deliver me from it, with an 
excellent prosperity or sufficiency. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his ’A1 (family) and restrain 
me from extravagance and excess, and correct me with gene- 
rosity and economy ; and teach me the (secret of) accurate 
(valuation of money), and graciously restrict me from dissipa* 
tion ; and let my sustenance flow from honest sources, and 
direct my expenditure in matters of righteousness ; and keep 
off from me the wealth that would create in me conceit, or 
lead me to disobedience, or which would induce me to stub* 
bornly resist authority. 

O Lord make me love the company of the poor^ and 
help me in associating with them, with abundant patience ; 
and whatever Thou hast denied me of the goods of this mortal 
world, be pleased to store them up for me in Thy everlastmg 
stores ; and let what Thou hast conferred on me of its trash, 
and hast bestowed upon me of its goods, be a means of helping 
me to reach Thy neighbourhood, and a step^ in Thy direction, 
and a means of entrance to Thy Paradise, Verily Thou art the 
Possessor of Great Kindness, and Thou art Generous and 
Bountiful. 

(1) Iitt amij. 

(2) ooniMotioi). 
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knowest 






And ftsked Thjr deliverance^ {rom the greatest sfa oC'tiioee 





himt not dolli he consider Thy forgiyMess gfdlt if 
Master, vroo ^thuot deem aiffloult to forgive gf^t 
Thee in p^yer, in obedwhce to Thy command e±peCiti 


^Therefore bless, D Lord, Mohammad and his 'AI (fanmiy) 
and ^ant me Thy pardon^ as 1 have come to ^ee edn^ 
fession; andTraise tne from the stambling block bf s^m, air £ 
h^ll^h^pbied my s^mt before Thee>|<and hide me with ']^^ 
cOTdrihg as Thon hast delay^ to wreak vergeanoe on me. 

^ (^•L 9 l:d and confirm ^ly. yesolntion to obey 
stfdhgtMu my* insight in adoring Thee and give me grace fol* ’ 
aoitianS|that ma^ wash off the.taint of guilt from me : a||(d let. 
md'did in Thy creed and the creed of Thy Apostle Mohammad 
(peace 1^,0^ him) when Thon makest me, to die. 

O Lord 1 repeat unto Thee, in this my situation, of my 
gl^aat sid^ and the i^mall^af the open wrongs and , 

ones and my old errors and those that are recent ^th tM 
rapen^c^ of him who wopid not even Jalk ]bo his .sepLi,^ 


dlSbomenba, nor ever think of returning to 'any kin. " 

O 4 “ ?J>y ICghty^ooifc 
that *"*Thou acceptest repentance from Thy oredtures, and 

therexore acce^ my repentance as Thou hast promised, and 
foigive my sins as Thou hast guaranteed, and grant me Thy 
love as Thou hast agreed. 


Jb Dm Qkm M v*iw m> 
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And t offei* unto Thee O Lord my promise that I will not 
return to what Thou hatest , and my guarautee, that I will 
not go back to what Thou disapprovest ; and my covenant, 
that I will give up all acts of disobedience unto Thee 

O Loid verily Thou knowest .better what I have done, 
therefore forgive me what Thou knowest; and with Thy 
power turn me to what Thou lovest. 

O Lord, I am under obligations some of which I do 
remember, and some of which I have foi gotten, but all of 
them aie before Thy eye which doth net sleep, and before 
Thy knowledge which doth not foiget , theiefore give compen- 
sation to those that are entitled to it fi om me and remove 
fiom me the buiden of those (obligations), and lighten tor me 
their weight, and guaid me from going near* the like ot 
them again. 

O Lord, and venly I cannot be faitliful to my repentance 
save with Thy protection, nor can I withhold myself from 
transgressions, but with Thy power Tlierefoie strengthen me 
with a sufficient strength, and guard me with effectual 
protection. 

O Lord whatever creatuie lepenteth unto Thee, and he 
in Thy seciet knowledge, is (sure) to violate his (oaths ol) 
repentance and return to Ins sin and transgression, then, 
verily I crave Thy protection against being like this 

Therefore let this my repentance be a penitence after 
which I may have no need to repent — a repentance causing 
obliteration of wffiat is past, and safety in-wbat remaineh (yet.) 

O Lord I apologise unto Thee for my ignorance, and ask 
Thy pardon for my evil actions ; therefore admit me into the 
protection of Thy meicy, with thy grace , and cover me w'lth 
the covering of Thy security, with Thy favour. 

O Lord, I repent unto Thee of every thing (which contra- 
dicteth Thy will, or which hath forfeited Thy love) of the 
thoughts of my mind, and glances of my eye, and utterances 


* couXnitUxig* 




of my tongue, witli a repentance* whereby every organ may 
remam safe in itself, from Thy punishments, and be secure 
from what the transgressors fear of Tiiy painful wrath 

Therefore have mercy, O Lord, upon ray lowliness m Thy 
presence, and upon my heait which beats violently because of 
feai of Thee, and upon my limbs winch tremble tlnough dread 
of Thee, for, verily O my sustainer, my sms have placed me 
in a disgi aceful situation in Thy presence, so if I remain 
silent, no one will speak in my behalf, and if I heg for intei- 
cession I am not worthy of it 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his ’A1 (family) and let 
Thy Grace interoede for my wrongs, and turn to my evil 
With Thy forgiveness, and do not visit me with what I deserve 
of Thy torment, and spread over me Thy bounty, and covei 
me with Thy screen , and do unto me that which a respectable 
master would do out of pity unto an unworthy slave who begs 
for mercy , or that u hich a possessei of wealth would do to 
relieve a needy creature who appears before him 

O Loid there is none to sheltei me from Thee, theiefore 
Thy ma-jesty ought to protect me, and there is none to intei- 
cede for me with Th“e, theietore Thy kindness ought to 
mediate for me; and veiily errors have terrified me therefore 
Thv forgiveness ought to assure me Poi Avhatever I have 
spoken (is) not from ignorance of my evil deeds, nor from any 
oblnion of what hath gone before of my blame-worthy con- 
duct ; but in order that Thy heaven and those in it, and Thy 
earth and those on it, may listen to what I have expressed 
unto Thee of contrition, and of lepentancc through which 
I have sought Thy sheltei , expecting that jierhaps, some of 
them may, through Thy giace, jnty me owing to my unfavoui- 
able situation ; oi that tenderness . for me, may overcome 
some one^on account of my evil plight, and I may thus obtain 
from him a prayei moie worthy of being listened to than my 
own entreaty, or an intercession stionger than my own plead- 
ing, (and) which may be the cause of my deliverance from 
Thy wrath, and of success in winning Thy approbation 


* Co&tntioQ 




O Lord if contrition be a (sufficient) repentance in Thy 
sight, Terily I am the most contrite of those who feel contri- 
tion ; and if the giving up of Thy disobedience be conversion, 
then I am the foremost of conveits , and if asking forgiveness, 
be a removal of sms, then verily I am of those who pray unto 
Thee for pardon. 

O Lord as Thou hast enjoined repentance and guaianteed 
acceptance, and hast encour.iged prayer and promised to 
answer therefore, bless Moliammad and his ’A1 (family) and 
accept my repentance, and do not turn me back disappointed 
from TJiy mercy , verily Thou art the greatest acceptor of 
repentance (from) sinners, and compassionate to the erring 
that return (unto Thee) 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his ’A1 (family) as Thou 
hast guided us through him, and bless Mohammad and his 
’A.1 (family) as Thou hast dehverd us by him, and bless 
Mohammad and his 'A1 (family ) with a blessing which may 
intercede with Thee for us on the Day of lesurrection, and the 
Day ot need Veiily Thou hast power over every thing, and 
every thing is easy for Thee 
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32 His prayer for liimself, after fLnisliiiig tiis 
nocturnal devotions, making tkerein 
confession of sin 


O Loid, O i’os&esbor ol the eterually lasting kingdom, 
and ot authority, piedomiuaiit without (suppoit of) aimies, 
and (othei) assist.ints, and ol majesty, lasting despite the 
passage of ages, and succession oi year^, and the passing of 
eras and days 

Thy authoiity pievailctli with a piedommanco that hath 
no liouiid as iciiaids beguinmg, and no limit with regard to 
end, And cvalled is Thy kingdom with an elevation, so that 
(all) things tall sliort of reaching its utmost height, and the 
least of it vv^herowith Thou hast clistinguished Thysell can 
not be leached by the utmost praises oi those that praise. 

Ill Thee aie attiilmtes coutouiided, and desciiptions of 
Thee bi ought to nought, and with* Thy Majesty the powers 
of the imagimition ait o\ei whelmed 

Such Thou ait O (led. jireeminent in Thy pieemmence 
and will lemaiii so alwajs without decay , and I am a seiv^ant, 
in eagle as legal ds good deeds ard ov^eifull of liopes , lioui 
my hands are gone the means oi obtaining my desires except 
what Tliy Grace liath given unto met and foi me are cut the 
coids of hope, save Thy loigiveness on which 1 lely Little 
do I possess (of) that, which I ma} leckoii (to be) of seivuce 
to Thee, and there is much against mo which I admit ^is) 
disobedience to Thee si ill it is not difheult for Thee to forgive 
Thy servant, even though wucked , therefore foigive me 


* That 18, in contemplating Iby Majesty 
f Another tould b( — 

J httM Ivbt hoia (f ail tU ImU (of gotd dtede) that coniiCLted me With Thee, except 
Ihogo which Ihj merej has allowed me to retain, i, t I do not deserve Ihy favour because of 
my Hint I nt 'J In u tht vs < ft nc hjidtcthcut tf Ihy mercy 1 
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O Lord, verily Thy knowledge extends to secret acts, 
and every hidden thing is revealed to Thy mind and the most 
minute affairs are not lost sight of by Thee, not do the most 
hidden secrets remain unknown to Thee: . 

And verily I have been overpowered by Thy enemy, who 
begged of Thee leisure to mislead me and Thou didst grant him, 
and asked of Thee time till Doomsday, to lead me astray, and 
Thou gavest him time ; so he hath involved me (in ruin).i 

And verily I fled unto Thee from small sms that are 
pernicious, and gieat ones that are destructive, (but in vain),and 
when I transgressed against Thee, and became worthy of Thy 
wrath for my misconduct, he snatched away from me the 
reins of his deception, and faced me w ith his blasphemy and 
sought sepaiation from me, and turned away his face from 
me,2 


So he led me alone to the foiest of Thy wrath, and turned 
me out rejected (to wander) in the expanse of Thy chastisement, 
there being no mediator to iiiteicede forme, with Thee, and 
no protector to shelter me against Thee, and no stionghold to 
hide me fiom Thee, and no refuge to which I could retreat 
form Thee. 

Such, therefore is the position of him, who seeketh Thy 
shelter , and the situation of him who makes confession uuto 
Thee; 

Therefor do not withdraw from me, Thy grace ; and do 
not stint in my case, Thy pardon , and do not let me be the 
most disappointed of Thy repentant servants, nor the most 
hopeless of those who wait upon Thee expecting (success) ; 
and forgive me, for verily Thou art the best of those that 
forgive. 

O Lord, verily Thou didst command me and I failed 
(to obey) ; and didst restrict me and I rebelled ; and evil 
thoughts adorned wrong for me, so that I welcomed it. 


1 Tho refence ii to Quran Cbap^ XY Tersee 30 to 42. 
2. The repeznee is to Quran Chap LIX verse 16« 
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( 157 ) 


I called on no day to he witness to my fast, and on no 
night to he neighhomi to my vigils , and no good practice 
praises me for having levived it to say nothing of duties 
enjoined by Thee, which whosoever neglected was ruined : 

And I do not seek introduction to Thee, hy the excellence 
of any voluntary devotion, when I have neglected to perform 
great numbers of Thy fixed and appointed duties and have 
gone beyond Thy defined limits into forbidden things, in which 
I am involved, and fiom the had reputation of heinous sins 
which I have committed there is no screen for me save Thy 
protection And this is the position of one who is ashamed 
of his soul, hefoie Thee, and is angry with it, an I (he) is 
satified with Thee, therefoie, he hath turned to Thee with a 
spirit meek, and a neck bowed down, and a hack overburdened 
with eriois , standing between longing foi The(% and feai 
of Thee , and Thou art tlie most worthy of those in wliom we 
trust, and the most desei ving of those feaied and di ended 

Theiefore give me O Lord what I hope for, and protect 
me from what 1 fear, and bless me with a gift^ of Thy mercy, 
verily Thou art the most generous ot those that are entreated 
O Lord and as Thou hast enveloped me with Thy jiardon, and 
sheathed me with Thy giace, m this abode of mortality, m 
the piesence of (mj) equals similarly, deliver me from the 
Ignominies in the abode of permanence, in the presence of 
Thy favourite angels, and honourable prophets, and martyrs, 
and the iighteous of my neighbouis fiom whom I concealed 
my evils, and of kindied before \\Iiom I was ashamed because 
of my secret acts I never relied on them, O my Patron, in 
(throwing) a coveimg ovei me,-^ and trusted in Thee, my 
Lord, to, forgive me And Thou art the most worthy of those 
that are relied on, and the most bountiful of those that are 
prayed to, and the most gracious of those that are entreated 
for mercy ; therefore pity me. 

O Lord Thou disdt cause me to flow down^ when a con- 
temptible liquid, through the spine, consisting of narrow 


1. Companion 
2 lilt TPtnrn 

3* That 18* I never believed that they will conceal iny defeote, T 
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vertibrge (having) narrow passages, into a narrow womb, in 
which Thou didst wrap me up in coverings ; evolving me 
from stage to stage, till Thou broughtest me to the perfection 
of form, and didst develope in me organs, as Thou hast describ- 
ed in Thy Book i a seed,2 then a clot (of blood), then a lump 
of flesh , then (a fiame of) bones, then Thou didst clothe the 
bones with flesh, then Thou createdst me a distinct creature, 
according to Thy will 

Till when I felt need of Thy nourishment, and could not 
be independent of craving Thy bounty. Thou didst provide 
nourishment for me excelling food and dunk, which Thou 
didst cause to flow from the (breast of) Thy handmaid, of 
whose belly Thou didst make me an inmate, and in the inner- 
most cavity of whose womb Thou didst deposit me And 
hadst Thou consigned me O Patron in those circumstances, to 
my own strenghth, or compelled me to resort to my own 
power, verily my strength would have foisaken me, and my 
power would have been far aw^ay from me 

Therefore, Thou didst feed me out of Thy grace, wuth a 
wholesome, delicate nutriment ; and this Thou art doing to 
me, as a mattei of kindness to me, to my present momenta 
Thy kindhess doth not dimmish, nor doth Thy benevolence 
towards me linger And despite this my confidence doth not 
become confirmed, to enable me to disengage myself (from 
wmrldly affaiis, and employ myself solely) in seeking that 
which would be more lucky for me in Thy sight 

Verily the Devil hath taken possession of' my rein 
(through) my misgiving and weakness of belief, so I complain 
unto Thee, of his evil companionship and of the obedience of 
my soul to him, and crave Thy protection against his donina- 
tion, and humbly entreat Thee to make it easy for me to obtain 
a livelihood. 

And all praise is due to Thee for Thy being the first to 
confer magnificent favours, and for Thy inspiring gratitude 
(in return) for beneficence and bounty : Therefore bless 

1, The Qnran Chapter XXI 11, Varso 

2, Moist germ 

S, Present stage of life. 
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Mohamm&d and his ’Al (family) and facilitate foi me the 
obtaining of subsistence, and let me be contented with Thy 
deoiee for me, and satisfy me with my share in what Thou 
hast allotted to me, and let whatever is gone of my body and 
age, be^ in the path of Thy service verily Thou art the best 
Sustainer. 

O Lord I take refuge in Thee, from a fire which Thou 
heaped upon him who disobeyeth Thee, and with which Thou 
thieatenest him who strayeth from obedience to Thy Will, and 
from a fire the light of which is darkness, and the softest of 
which 18 agonising, and the distance of which is small ,2 and 
from a fire one part of nhich consumeth some other part of 
it, and some part of which a^’tacketh some other 
portion , and from a fire which reduceth the bones to decay, 
and maketh its inmates drink hot water , and trom a fire 
which giveth not quarter to any who supplicate it, and doth 
not show mercy to any who pray to it for kinddess And it 
hath no power to abate from any one who humbleth himself 
before it, and submitteth to it. It presenteth its inmates with 
the hottest, of what it possesseth, oi tormenting punishment, 
and intense misery. 


And I crave Thy protection from its open-mouthed 
scorpions, and its serpents ready to bite with their fangs, and 
its drink which cutteth asunder intestmes and hearts ot those 
who dwell therem and teareth out their hearts , and 1 beg of 
Thee direction for what would keep me off from this fire, and 
hold me back from it. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and hia ’A1 (family) and protect 
me from it, w’lth Thy excellent grace ; and overlook my errors 
With Thy gracious pardon, and do not disgrace me O Best of 
Protectors 1 Por, verily Thou wardest off evil and givest good, 
and dost what Thou wiliest, and Thou hast power over every 
thing. 


Is That iif be counted having been spent in Tby setviee 1 , 

That it eyen the distant flames of which are as if Tby were quite near the vietim Tt 









O Lord bless Mohammad and his ’A1 (family) 'whenever 
the righteous are mentioned, and bless Mohamirad and his 
’A1 (family) as long as the mght and day alternate, 'with 
blessings the continuance of Tyhich may not cease, and the 
number of -which can not be counted; blessings that -will 
pervade the atmosphere and fill the earth and heaven. 

May God sho-wer grace on him and his ’A1 (family;, till 
he is satisfied , and may God, after the satisfaction, besto-w on 
him and his *A1 (family), a favour having no bound and no 
limit O Most Merciful. 
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33. Soliciting Divine advice in affairs of moment. 

O liord I -eonsult Thee in of welfare because of 

Thy knowledge, therefore bless Mohammad and his A 1 (family) 
and decree for me that which is good ; and inspire us with the 
knowledge of choice, and let this be a means towards resigna- 
tion -to what .-Thou hast decreed for us, and submission to 
what Thou hast commanded Therefore remove from us the 
scandal of doubt and support Us with the certainty of the 
sincere' And do not visit us with inability to realize what 
Tliou hast chosen, lest we think lightly of Thj decree, and 
dislike the place of Thy approbation, and incline towaids that 
which 18 far removed from excellence of conclusion, and is 
very nigh the opposite of safety 

And make us love what we dislike of Thy decree, and facili- 
tate for us what we deem hard of Thy command And inspire 
us with submission to what Thou seadest upon us of Thy will, 
till we may not long for the delay of what Thou hastenest, nor 
long for the speedy fulfilment of what Thou delayest, nor 
dislike what Thou lovest, nor chose w hat Thou hatest 

And make the end of our lives praisewortliy, and our re- 
turn toward Thee most noble. 

Verily Ihou givest noble benifits, and Thy gifts are mag- 
nificent j and Thou dost si hat Thou wiliest and hast power 
over everything. 
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34 His prayer when afllicted and when he saw 
any one fallen on account of sin. 

O Lord all praise is due unto Thee for concealing ( sins ) 
after Thy knowledge, of them and for giving security ( to 
sinners) aftei Thy receiving*information ( of them ). 

For, verily, every one of us has sinned and Thou didst not 
make him notorious , and did commit glaring errois, and Thou 
didst not disgrace him , and secretly peipetiated wrongs but 
Thou didst not point him out 

How many acts forbidden by Thee have w'e done , and 
( how many ) commands of which Thou dist inform us, have 
we omitted to perform, and ( how many ) wrongs have we 
committed, and guilts have we perpetrated. 

Thou wast aware of them, without the spectators know- 
ing them , and hadst power over their publication, above the 
powerful 

The securityt (Thou gavest us ) was a screen for us before 
their eyes, and an obstruction to their eais Therefore let what 
Thou hast covered of secret errors, and concealed of blemishes, 
be an admonisher to us, and a lestiamer from bad conduct, and 
commission of sins ; and an inducement to repentance which 
erases sin, and to the course of life approved by Thee , and 
be pleased to hasten its time. 


And do not visit us with negligence of Thee Verily we 
long for Thee , and repent of sins. 

# 

And bless O Lord, Thy chosen out of Thy creation, 
Mohammad and his A1 ( family ), the elect from among Thy 
creatures, the holy , and let us be attentive listeners to their 
teachings and obedient, as Thou hast commanded 


t Forbearance 




36 lUf approval of Divine decree, when he looked 

at the worldly. 


All praise is due to God, by way of submission to His 
command. I bear witness that the Lord hath distributed 
nourishment for his servants, righteously, and hath compassed 
all his creatures with kindness 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 ( family )and do not 
tejnpt ( try ) me with what Thou hast given them, and do not 
test them with what Thou hast denied me, lest I envy Thv 
creatures and hold Thy decree iii contempt 

O Lord bless 'VTobammad and his A1 ( family ), and 
let my soul rejoice at Thy decree, and enlaige my breast at 
occasions of Thy sentence t and give confidence wheiby I may 
acknowledge that Thy decree does not issue, but with bene- 
volence 

And let my giatitude to Thee, for what Thou hast withheld 
fiom me, be ampler than my thanks unto Thee, for what Thou 
hast confer! ed on me. 

And guard me from imagining any infeiiority (meanness) 

in the poor, or fancying any superiority ( nobleness) 
in the prosperous , foi verily the noble man ( supeiiOr ) 
is he whom service to Thee, hath ennobled, and the 
honouiable he whom worship of Thee hath exalted to 
honour. Therefore bless Mohammail and his Al ( family ) and 
favour us w'lth a prosperity that shall not perish, apd 
advance us to an honour which shall not vanish, and send us 
to the Everlasting Kingdom: Verily Thou art the one the 
Unique, the Eternal, who hegetteth not, and is not begotten; and 
theie is none like unto Thee (1)” 


f So that I may bpar it wilhogly without dumur. 
(1) Lit. Him 

h<i (|Uatati6Q iB from tjm Quran chap CXll* 
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36. Wlieii lie looked at tlie cloud and ligntning' anu 
lieard tlie sound of thunder 

O Lord these two are two of Thy Signs, and both ol 
bhese are two of Thy assistants prompt in serving Thee by 
( dilTusing ) beneflcial giace, oi severe punishment, Tbeieioit* 
do not let them showei on us an evil ram, and do not by them, 
put on us garments of calamity * 

O Lord ble&s Mohammad and his A1 ( family ) and send 
down on us the benefit of this cloud and its blessing, and 
turn away fiom us its toiment and in]uiy, and do not 
( thiough ) It visit us vMth dfllietion, and do not send doun 
any blight on our means ol support 

O Loid and il Thou hast i.iised it ( the doiid ) by nay of 
toiment and sent it on account of displeasure, then vi'iily we 
crave Thy sheltei fiom Thy vM.,tli, and cry unto Thee to beg 
Tliy pardon Tlieieloie tuiii with wnatli toMaidstlie ( wor- 
shippers ) of many gods, ana set in motion the mill ol Thy 
chastisement foi the nnbelieveis 

O Lord icmove the dryness ol our cities with Thy w'aler- 
ing, and remove the suspicion of uui bi easts by supplying us 
w'lth mouiishmeiit iioui i'hee, and do not lemovf us liom Thee 
in favoui of some othei than Thee* and do not tut oil: fiom all 
of us the cause oi Th^ beuevoleiice 

Eor veiily the prospeious (i) is he whom Thou makest 
so, and he is safe whomTliou prescivest none bath a delender 
besides Thee and none <*an restrain Thy wiath 

Thoii tommaudest whatevei Thou willeht upon whomso- 
ever Thou choososi, and decieest what Thou lesolvest loi 
w'houisoever Thou dost deteinune it 

Therefoie all piaise is duo unlo Thee ten such affliction as 
Thou hast defended us fiom, and Tlu.u deseiv'est all gratitude 
for what Tiiou has given us of Thy blessing — a piaise 
that would surpass the piaise of those that piaisi', a piaise 
that would fill earth and heaven 

Verily Thou ait the Givei of inagnifK ent gifts, the 
Bestow er ol gieat lavouis, the Acceptor ol the smallest piaise, 
the flew aicb‘1 l< i t lie least giatitude, the Benevolent I'atiou, 
the Master oi geiieiosit^ , tlieie being no God (-) besides Thee, 
and unto Thee is oui leturn 


• ly c» do uot involve U8 in culamity by ineaus oi them J, 

* That is, do not allow us to prefer our requests to any other besides Ihce, T, 

( 1 ) 

(2) Object t^^orthy of adoro tion, 
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37. Aprayer wJiereiu he acknowledgeth his 
deficiency in thanksgiving, 

O Lord verily none cometh to an end of Thanking Thee 
before (there) accrueth to him from Tliy benevolence that 
whinh require«i of him mote thanks , and none doth leacli a 
goal in Thy service, even tlioiigh lie try his best, but he turneth 
les out to be deficient by the stde of Thy ( claim ),(i) due to Thy 
excellence 

Therefore the most thankful of Thy servants is he who 
IS ( conscious that he ) is unable to tliank Thee, and the most 
devout of them is he who is sensible of the insufficiency of his 
adoiation of Thee Neitliei is any one entitled tliat Thou 
shouldst foigivc linn foi his meiit, nor that Thou sliouldst be 
pleased with him on account of his woitli ; 

Therefoie whomsoever TJiou forgiVest, it is fiom Thy 
geneiosity , and wIioinsoe\ei Thou <ipprovest, it is because 
of Thy kindness. 

Thou awardesi foi the least of what Thou art thanked 
with, and requiteth foi tlie smallest of what Thou ait obeyed 
in , 

So much so, ( as if ) the thanksgiving of Thy seivants(2) 
^ for which Thou didst entitle them to lewaid, and on 
account ot which Thou didst magniiy their recompense, Mere 
an affair from which they could abstain ( in spite ot ) Tliee, 
and therefoie Thou didst rewaid tliem, or ( as it ) its cause 
were not in Thy hand and theivloie Thou didst requite them 
Nay, Thou hadst poAvei ovei tlieir affiiai before they M^eie able 
to adore Thee, and didst pro vide, their reward beiore the 
began to seive Thee ' 

And this because it is TTiy custom to be generous, and 
Thy habit to be benevolent, and Thy way to forgfve Hence, the 
whole creation acknoMdedgeth that Hiou art not urijust to him 
whom Thou puuishest, and beareth witness that verily Thou ait 
gracious to him whom Thou givest security • and every one 


(1) Like, worth, 

(2) Creatures, 
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admitteth against himself, his failure to do ( for Thee ) 
what Thou deservest So, if it were not for Satan’s leading 
them away from obedience to Thee, no sinner would have dis- 
obeyed Thee, and if it were not for his shaping wrong for them 
into the likeness of right, no erring ( soul ) would have gone 
astray from Thy path. 

Therefore, Holiness to Thee ! How evident is Thy Grace 
in the case of those who obey Thee or disobey Thee, Thou re- 
wardest the obedient with that over which Thou hast autohrity 
for him, and bearest long with the sinner and allowest time to 
the Sinner when Thou hast power to hasten his punishment 

Thou givest each of them, what he does not deserve ; and 
graciously conferrest on each of the two, what his actions fall 
short of winning. 

And were Thou to requite the obedient, according to 
that over which Thou hast power, verily he should have 
been very near losing Thy reward, and being deprived of Thy 
bounty. 

But Thou with Thy grace, rewardest him for a short, 
moifcal* term ( of service ), with an eternally long duration 
( of happiness ); and for a close, transitory ( goal ) with a 
lasting (1), permanent one - And moreover. Thou didst not 
hold him under obligation for what he ate of Thy 
sustenance, wherewith he acquired strength to serve 
Thee , and dost not dispute with him ( about ) 
his organs, by using which he contrived to win 
Thy forgiveness And were Thou to deal with him 

thus, verily he should lose all that he toiled for, and the whole 
of that in which he exerted himself, in return for the least 
of Thy gifts and blessings, and must remain under obligation 
to Thee for all Thy ( other ) favours ; and them how could 
he have been entitled to any thing of Thy reward ? Never 1 
Never ! 

Such is the case O God of him who obeys Thee and the 
career of one who adores Thee. 


• Finite, 

(1) Lit of long duration. 
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But as regards him who disobeys Thy command and com- 
mits things prohibited by Thee, Thou dost not hasten him to 
Thy chastisement, in order that he may chaugi his rebellious 
attitude into one of return to Thy obedience 

And verily he deserves for what he resolved in disobedience 
to Thee, the whole of what Thou hast provided for all Thy 
creatures, of Thy chastisement Therefore, all tliat Thou didst 
delay from him of Thy punishment, and keep away from 
him of Thy torment and torture, was a relinquishment of Thy 
right, and acceptt^nco of what was not meet for Thee 

So who IS moie gracious than Thee O Loid, and who more 
unlucky than he who perisheth against (Thy wish)'-' No one * 

Hence, Thou art too Great to be praised except with 
beneficence, and too generous to be feared for any thing save 
iustice . There is mo apprehension of Thy oppression over one 
who disobeyeth Thee, nor is there fear of Thy neglecting to 
reward him who pleaseth Thee. 

Therefore bless Mohammad and his A1 ( family ) and grant, 
me my hope, and increase for me of Thy direction, wheieby 
I may earn Thy favour m performing my work 

Verily Thou art most Benevolent and Generous, 
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38, A prayer wlierein lie expresseth regret for 
wrong done to any creature, and for failure in 
the discharge of their dues, and prayeth 
for deliverance from the Fire 

0 Lord I apologize unto Thee for the wrong done to one 
oppressed in my presence, whom I did not help, and for a good 
done to me for which I did not return thanks ; and foi not 
accepting the excuse of a wrong deer who apologized unto me 
and for * not relieving a man in need, who begged of me 
( relief ), and for failing to satisfy the claim of a worthy true 
believer which was binding upon me, and for a tiuebehever’s 
blemish revealed to me, which I did not concea, and for 
every sin represented itself to me, and I did not avoid it 

1 make apology unto Thee O Lord for them and the like 
of them, a i egretful apology, which may warn me to avoid 
sinilar things i\hich are before me 

Therefore bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and let 
my contribution over eriors which I fell into and my 
determination to avoid i^hat may come before me of evil, a 
epent^ulce which may entitle me to Thy Love, 0 Lovei of 
those that repent. 







